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VOLUME T H IR T Y -F IV E . THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 0 , 1909. WHOLE NUMBER, 1799
A FIRST-CLASS ADVERTISING MEDIUM IN THE MIDDLE SECTION OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY.
B . HORNING, M. D .,
Practising Physician,
OOLLEG-EVILLE, Pa. Telephone in  office. 
Office Hours until 9 a .m .
Y* W EBER, JH. D«,
Practising Physician,
EV A N SBU lIG , Fa. Office H onrs: U ntil S 
a. m.; 7 to 9 p. m. Keystone ’Phone No. IT.
A. K RU8EN, JI. I>.,
NORRISTOW N, FA.
OFFICE ROOMS : TH IR TY , THIRTY-TWO  
AND TH IRTY-FOUR BOYER ARC ADE.
H o u r s , 8 to 9 T e l e p h o n e s , Bell 718-d
2 to 8 Keystone 807
7 to 8 . Sundays, 1 to 2 only.
I ^ R ,  S. D . CORNISH,
DENTIST,
OODDEOEY1DUE, PA.
First-class Workmanship Guaranteed; Gas 
administered. Prices Reasonable.
Keystone 'Phone No. 81. Bell 'Phone, 27Y.
D R . FRANK BR A N D R ETH , 
(Successor to Dr. Okas, Ryckman#)
DENTIST,
BOYERSFORD. PA. Practical Dentistry at 
honest prices.
M AYNE R. LONG8TRETH,
Attorney-at- Law,
And Notary Public. ;;; No. 712 Oroier Build­
ing, 1420 Ohestnnt St., Phila., Pa.
Long Distance Telephone. House No. 6928. 
Also member of the Montgomery Oonnty Bar.
J J A R V E Y  L SHONO,
Attorney-at-Law,
821 SW EDE STR EET, NORRISTOW N, PA. 
RESIDENC E—BOYERSFORD.
Both ’Phones,
J J E R B E R T  V. MOORE,
Attorney-at- Law,
ALBERTSON TRUST CO. BU IL D IN G , 
306 Swede St.. Norristown, Pa  
Bell and Keystone 'Phones. W5.
J O S E P H  S. KRATZ,
Attorney-at- Law,
1909 COMMONWEALTH B U ILD IN G , 12th 






828 SW EDE STREET, NORRISTOW N, PA.
A t residence, Limerick, every evening.
Bell ’Phone 92. Keystone ’Phone, 27.
rpHOMAK HALLMAN
Attorney-at- Law,
328 SW EDE STREET, NORRISTOW N, PA .
A t my residence, next door to National Bank, 
Collegeville. every evening. 1-25.
J  STROUD W EBER,
Attorney-at- Law,
No. 5 EAST A IR Y  ST., NORRISTOW N.
Gan be oonsnlted every evening at his resi­
dence In Evansburg. Both'phones. 11-26
u .
8 . G. FINK B1NER,
Real Estate and Insurance,
LOANS and INVESTM ENTS, NOTARY  
PU BLIC . BOYERSFORD, PA.
J O H N  J.  RADCLIFF,
Painter and Paper Hanger
M AIN STREET (near borough line) OOL- 
LEG EVILLE, PA. Contracts taken and good 
work and material guaranteed. Fnll line wall 




Prompt and accurate in building construction. 
Estimates cheerfully furnished. 6-28
P  8 . KOONS,
SCH W ENK SVILLE, PA.
Slater and Roofer,
And dealer in Slate, Slate Flagging, Grey 
Stone, etc. Estimates furnished. Work con­
tracted at lowest prices. llo c t
p D W A R P DAVID, 
P a in ter  and
Paper- H anger,
OOLLEGEVILLE, P A . I V  Samples o f paper 
always on hand.
J I  W . SGHEUREN’B
SHAVING PARLOR,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
W  Second D oor A bove R ailroad .
Finest grades of CIGARS and TOBACCO 
always on band.
T J E S B Y  BOW ER,
Veterinary Surgeon,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
Bell 'Phone 23 x.
Q E O . J . HALLMAN,
Carpenter and Builder,
NEA R  MONT GLARE. P. O. Address—K. 
D. 1, Phoenix ville. Pa. Ail kinds of carpenter 
work, bv the day, or by contract. Estimates 
cheerfully furnished. .1 0  28.
jQ A N IE L  M. ANDERS,
Real E state Bought, Sold  
and Exchanged.
Stocks a M ta ls Boiibt aM Soil
IN SU R A N C E  E F F E C T E D .
Room 51, Boyer Arcade, P. O. Box 467, 
NORRISTOWN, PA.
F IR ST -C L A SS
Single and Double Heaters 
Ranges, Cook Stoves,
WICKLESS OIL HEATERS, . RADI­
ATORS, AND FARMERS’ BOILERS
at the right prices, and good service guar­
anteed. No pains spared in my efforts to 
give all my patrons satisfaction.
F .  C .  P O L E Y ,
LIMERICK M£IJAKE, PA.
These Pests Are Plentiful In the 
Forests of Brazil.
THEY ARE TRUE VAMPIRES.
But Cattle and Horses Are Their Chief
Victims, Which They Prefer to Hu­
man Beings—Their Chisel-like Teeth
and Peculiar Interior Anatomy.
Half a dozen of ns had been telling 
what we thought We knew about 
bloodsucking bats, but our conversa­
tion bad developed only an astonish­
ing amount of misinformation and ir­
reconcilable differences. So we called 
In tbe doctor who bad lived some 
years in Brazil and asked him to comb 
out our tangled ideas.
“I’m not surprised at your confu­
sion." be began, “for at one time or 
another I have believed above every­
thing your questions would suggest. 
When 1 was a schoolboy tbe vampire 
was a bat as large as a crow, bad a 
born on bis nose and was described as 
sitting on bis victim’s feet, fanning 
bim with bis wings while be worked 
his pumping apparatus. There is such 
a bat, but when it was proved that it 
was a fruit eater many of us doubted 
the whole bat legend along with the 
old mythology. There Is a bloodsucking 
vampire, however—millions of them.
“The old Spanish conquistadors 
found proof of its existence in sore 
great toes, which looked as if tbe skin 
had been delicately shaved off, just 
deep enough to ooze blood, but they 
never caught one and naturally laid 
the blame to the biggest ones they 
found, which are nearly all vegetari­
ans. The real thing is a small reddish 
brown creature closely resembling bats 
of the same color caught here not in­
frequently.
“The naturalist finds, however, some 
surprising differences. They have n o  
teeth for any purpose save for thin­
ning the skin — not enough for the 
blood to flow freely, but just sufficient 
to enable them to draw it by suction. 
The wonnd rarely bleeds after they 
leave it. This preparation is done with 
a pair of cbisel-like teetb. sharp as a 
knife. Tbeir interior anatomy differs 
from other animals as well as their 
teetb. All the other animals, so far as 
I know, have a stomach and necessary 
organs for converting food into blood. 
Tbe true vampire has only an elon­
gated sacklike intestine for the storage 
of the blood taken, which requires no
digestion till it is taken up into tne 
circulatory system. With neither teetb 
nor stomach, it bas no alternative. It 
must find nourisbment ready made.
“This peculiarity may or may not 
account for one very strange thing 
about its selection of victims. Cattle 
and horses are tbe chief ones. Not 
one human being in a hundred entire­
ly satisfies their taste. Not half tbe 
people who live among them all tbeir 
lives are ever bitten. But ii one of a 
family, for instance, just suits them 
they’ll follow that person to any part 
of tbe bouse, and no matter how care­
fully he may be covered or screened 
they will find their particular tipple.
“The stories of tbeir bleeding people 
almost to death are true only partly. 
I  have known of one boy who was so 
persistently followed that, while the 
loss of blood was small from a single 
attack, after months of the drain be 
was greatly reduced in vitality. He 
was always bitten in the same place— 
the end of the great toe—and it be­
came so lacerated that there was con­
siderable subsequent hemorrhage. This 
lad was the youngest of four broth­
ers. They all slept in tbe same room 
and sometimes changed beds, but none 
of the others was ever bitten.
"Cattle and horses are attacked al­
ways a t a spot on the spine just back 
of the shoulders, where the hair sep­
arates in a starlike spot. This in the 
case of a horse is just where the front 
end of the saddle comes, and the at­
tack therefore makes a vast deal of 
trouble where every one rides horse­
back. A majority of the Brazilian 
horses and nearly all tbe cows are bit­
ten by tbese plagues.
“Fortunately the pests are mostly 
confined to the foreSt country. They 
give comparatively little trouble in cit­
ies and villages, though the construc­
tion of bouses makes it impossible to 
keep them out. Iu cities tiles are ex­
clusively used for roofs and in the 
country palm leaf thatching, and all 
kinds of bats come and go a t pleasure. 
One rarely goes to sleep without from 
one to a dozen flying about the room. 
They are nearly all harmless and are 
welcome because t.iey catch insects. 
They all look so much alike that one 
does not know which to attack.
“How the genuine vampires eluded 
scientific research so long is a mys­
tery. The species was not positively 
identified until the visit of Darwin in 
the Beagle. I t  was in the seventies. I 
think, and there is not at the present 
day, so fa r  as 1 can learn, a single 
well authenticated case recorded in 
the natural histories of a true vam­
pire being captured while feeding oc 
a human being."—Dewey Austin Cobb 
in New York Tribune.
Here and There.
A man was waiting patiently for a 
street car the other day at a transfer 
station, says the Boston Record, when 
a woman, highly excited, rushed up to 
him and cried, “Are you the man 
here?”
“I don’t  understand.” he said.
“Are you the man here?" she re­
peated.
“No. madam.” he said, concealing a 
smile. “Tbe man here is that ilia** 
over there.”
GOLD HIDERS.
The Aurohuacos of Colombia Worship 
the Yellow Metal.
Infesting the snow clad slopes of 
sun kissed Ahorqueta, “the Sentinel." 
one of tbe highest peaks in tbe Sierras 
de San Marta, in northern Colombia, 
is one of the strangest tribes of In­
dians known to ethnologists—the Au- 
rohuacos. Their name means “hidden 
gold,” or “gold hiders.” and that is 
just what they are. Tfiey worship 
the yellow metal, dividing their devo­
tions between gold and. the sun.
The Aurohuaco will do anything for 
gold. Murder is nothing if it gains 
him tbe tiniest bit of gold. He works 
for any kind of money. When he gets 
enough silver or copper or paper mon­
ey he changes it for gol^Kapd then 
hurries with it to his mouivtain fast­
nesses. there to hide it. and come back 
for more. Why he wants it is impos­
sible to say. No Aurobuaco ever was 
known to part either with gold dust 
or gold coin.
His neighbors, tbe Talemaucas. are 
wholly different. They regard gold or 
emeralds, also found in Colombia, as 
simply a medium of exchange for whis­
ky or aguadiente. The Talemanca is 
superstitious to an absurd degree and 
wears a wild turkey's foot on a neck 
lace as a talisman against sickness 
and bad lock. He worships fire as the 
cleansing and redeeming god.
In this favored region is plenty of 
alluvial gold which only needs to be 
taken out.to make tbe republic of Co­
lombia rich and powerful. But tbe 
Aurohuacos spoil the best laid plans 
of men who come there to mine. They 
let men dig and dig and wear their 
fingers away washing the precious yel­
low grains out of tbe earth, and then 
they murder the miners for their treas­
ure. This has been done countless 
times. Many’s the skeleton that whit­
ens the sides of “the Sentinel.”—New 
York World.
f --------------------------
T H IN G S  W E  T H IN K -T H IN G S  
O TH ER S T H IN K
AND WHAT WE THINK OP THE 
THINGS OTHERS THINK.
BY ELBERT BEDE.
—If Georgia was as dry during 
the 60’s as it is now, we may sur­
mise why Sherman marched to the 
sea.
—A Cleveland doctor lays crim­
inality to poor teeth. .An achiDg 
tooth is certainly not conducive to 
good citizenship.
—The Egyptian who discovered 
how t>o make mummies out of women 
must have made a tremendous hit 
with tbe married men.
—When you hear some young 
fellow telling what a snap a farmer 
has, just investigate a little bit, 
and you will find that about all the 
farm work he bas ever done has 
been to cultivate the acquaintance of 
some farmer’s daughter. Of course, 
that’s pleasant work.
. —A clock that chimes always 
keeps time to the music.
—We need a few disasters now 
and then to keep alive tbespirt of 
charity.
—In tbe taking of the census, the 
no ’counts count as much as anyone 
else.
—The fellow who brings the most 
chocolates isn’t  always the “candy 
boy.” • '■
—-There is always a premium on 
on the man with energy and the 
brains to use it.
—A Mississippi belle has mar­
ried a Chinaman. The chink is 
wealthy, which may give moralists 
a cue.
—War is good for one thing. It 
proves that 80 per cent of the cig­
arette smokers are not physically 
capable of the rigorous life of a 
soldiers.
- Poe wrote some mighty sober 
things for a man who is reported to 
have drank so much.
—“A New York woman has a ben 
that has laid 180 eggs in sixty odd 
days,” says an exchange. That hen 
doesn’t lay—she lies.
—It is said that Washington never 
told a lie—while Lincoln was always 
thinking up a story.
—The human body is said to 
contain three ounces of calcium— 
which leaves no reason why anyone 
who desires shouldn’t be a shining 
light.
—Matrimony and alimony rhyme 
very nicely, but when the two mix 
they take the poetry out of married 
life.
—A boy who is respectful and 
dutiful to his parents will usually 
be found worthy of any trust with­
in the scope of bis capabilities.
—Tbe water wagon is like a street 
car at supper time. You can’t get 
anywhere with it, becaue it has to 
make so many stops.
—The Pullman Car Co. evidently 
believes that it can put the govern­
ment investors to sleep.
—Old Adam must have been a 
bigamist—because he married all 
the women there were in the world.
—It is now claimed that Rocke­
feller is of Norwegian descent. 
That is one of tbe best things that 
has been said about him for years.
—The man who is always talking 
of what he is going to do should 
bear in mind that old saying, 
“Actions speak louder than words.”
—The man who has reached the 
topmost rung of tbe ladder no doubt 
one day fought to overcome the same 
difficulties which seem so hard you 
to bear.
—A laughable street incident a 
few days ago illustrated that it isn’t 
always wise to keep pecking away 
at a person when you have bim 
licked. A bull dog had singled out
a vicious looking country cur and 
had bim down and licked to a fare- 
you-well, but he gloated over bis 
victory until the country cur in 
desperation conquered his fear, 
wriggled to his feet and made things 
so warm for the bull dog that he was 
forced to turned tail and run. He 
vanished from view with his former 
vanquished foe still in pursuit.
—The American Book Co. evi­
dently needs a little educating along 
tbe lines of business etiquette if re­
cent reports about its way of doing 
business are true.
' —There is enough of that Taft 
smile to furnish material for all the 
paragraphers.
—You can not make others happy 
without getting some pleasure out 
of it yourself.
—There’s a fellow oot in Cali­
fornia who laughs every time aD 
earthquake comes along. He must 
be one of those fellows who have to 
have a brick wall fall on ’em before 
they see the joke.
W O RLD’S H O R SE POPULATION.
MORE THAN 111,000,000 EQUINES OP
ALL DESCRIPTIONS KNOWN TO 
BE IN USE.
With an equine population of 111,-
232.000 in tbe world, it may be seen 
that the “horseless age” howlers 
have little to support their argu­
ment. Of these 111,282,000 equines
95.219.000 are horses, 7,493,000 are 
mules, and 8,520,000 domesticated 
asses. These figures are the esti­
mate of the Department of - Agricul­
ture, as given in the year book of 
1908, just issued, which places the 
number of horses in the United 
States at 23,648,532, and the num­
ber of mules at 4,240,399, giving as 
a total for the equine population of 
thecountry 27,888,931. These figures 
probably fall far short of the actual 
number of horses in tbe United 
States, as no enumeration of those 
in cities and towns bas been made 
in 10 years. Probably 30,000,000 
would be a fair estimate.
Horses are now worth $95.64 each 
and mules $107.84 each, according 
to tbe new Year Book. These prices 
are the highest on record, and they 
indicate a total of about $3,000,000,- 
*000 as the value erf the country’s 
horse stock. The price of horses 
bas increased more than one hun­
dred per cent, in the last 10 years, 
.and each succeeding year bas seen 
not only higher prices, buta greater 
number of horses in the country.
Farm horses alone have increased 
in numbers from 13,000,000 to 20,- 
000,000 since the year 1900, and in 
value from $44.61 each to $95.64 
each. The 710,000 farm horses of 
New York State are valued at $81,- 
000,000, an average of about $114 
each. Illinois has more farm horses 
than any other State in tbe Union, 
with a total of 1,623,000, valued at 
$109 each. Only four other States 
have more than 1,000,000 horses qq 
farms. These are Iowa, with 1,419,- 
000; Texas, with 1,342,000; Kansas, 
with 1,152,000, and Nebraska, with
1.035.000. Counting horses in the 
cities, however, New York’s equine 
population would doubtless exceed
1.000. 000.
New Mexico has the poorest and 
Rhode Island the best horses in the 
country, according to the Govern­
ment statistics. The average value 
in New Mexico is $41 and in Rhode 
Island $126.
WHERE HORSES ARE LOCATED.
Statistics found in the new Year 
Book afford a line on the number of 
horses now in the world, as follows:
North America........................... 27,888,931
South America..........................   9,511,594
Europe.......................................  43,563,225
A sia-...............    11,630,302
Africa.......................................... 885,113
Oceanica..................................   2,232,408
Total.......................................  95,711,573
PLEN TY OF ’GATORS.
In spite of the fact that between 
the years 1880 and 1900 three mil­
lion alligators were killed in Florida 
tbe ’gator still lurks inconsiderable 
numbers in the sluggish streams 
which wander beneath the arching
live oaks, heavy with Spanish moss, 
says the Florida East Coast Home- 
seeker. He is still the great object 
of curiosity for the Northern visitor, 
and to have visited Florida and not 
seen an alligator is to have visited 
in vain. He is an attraction, a lur­
ing force, a positive asset of the 
State, and without him Florida 
would be like Egypt without the 
Pyramids, Hamlet with the Prince 
of Denmark left out or Brooklyn 
without Pat McCarren.
TH E  MOST A N C IE N T  OF H UM A N  
SKELETO NS.
In February, 1909, the skull of 
one of our most ancient known an­
cestors was found at Chapelle aux 
Saints, in the French department 
of Correze. In September a nearly 
complete skeleton of approximately 
equal antiquity was exhumed at 
Ferrassie, in the department of 
Dordogone, by Dr. Captain and M. 
Peyrony. Tbe strata which cov­
ered the skeleton were absolutely 
intact and the exhumation was per­
formed so carefully that the bones 
were revealed in the precise posi­
tions in which they had been laid 
to rest, at least 20,000 years ago. 
This is the first instance in which 
so ancient a skeleton, found in such 
well-marked and indisputable geo­
logical surroundings, has been 
photographed at the moment of 
exhumation and before it has been 
disturbed.—Scientific American.
FORESTRY IN  ITALY.
National forestry operations in 
Italy have been carried on for 40 
years, and a report just issued by 
the Secretary of Agriculture of that 
country shows that the Government^ 
is conducting a vigorous policy of 
reforestation in order to remedy the 
ruinous conditions which followed 
tbe destruction of trees in tbe past. 
During tbe last 30 years 122,000 
acres of Government land have been 
planted in 25 provinces, of which 
area 60,000 acres were planted in 
1907, and this work is being carried 
on so rapidly that only about 36,000 
acres of Government land now needs 
planting. Tbe Government has 
also distributed great numbers 
of young trees and seeds for plant­
ing private property. Work of 
such an expensive nature iu a 
country where the demands for 
national funds are so numer­
ous and pressing as in Italy is 
a significant commentary on the 
value sat upon afforestation where 
tbe experience of many centuries 
furnishes considerable information 
of unquestioned value regarding 
matters of this nature.
TH E  U N ITE S  STATES LEADS IN  
CO RN, OATS, AND W HEAT.
Comparing our crops with other 
countries, we find that the United 
States leads the world in the pro­
duction of corn, oats, and wheat. 
Last year we did not equal Eu­
ropean Russia’s oats production, 
but this year’s estimate is 176,000,- 
000 bushels more than that of last 
year; and while the figures for the 
1909 crop in Russia are not as yet 
available, it seems improbable that 
they will equal our own figures for 
this year. When it comes to bar­
ley, we must take second place, 
acceding first place to Russia. 
Russia also leads the world in the 
production of rye. We stand 
fourth in the production of potatoes, 
with Germany, Russia, and Aurtri.a 
ahead of us. While we may flatter 
ourselves on our production of corn, 
oats, and wheat, the figures show 
that we do not make tbe best use of 
our acreage. The United Kingdom 
seems to be able to produce more 
wheat from an acre of land than 
any other country. For the years 
1898 to 1907 it bas produced 32.6 
bushels per acre, as against 13.9 in 
this Country and 9.3 in Russia, 
which makes the poorest showing of 
the large wheat-growing countries. 
Germany leads in the yield of oats 
with 49.3 bushels per acre against 
29.8 this country.
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( t l l  K d l  NEKVICEN.
St. James’ Church, Lower Providence, Kev. 
F. S. Ballentine, rector. Morning; service and 
sermon, 10.30. Sunday School, 1.45 p. m. Eve­
ning service and sermon, 8. Holy Com­
munion, First Sunday in the month. All are 
cordially invited and welcome.
Trinity Reformed Church, CollegeviUe, Rev. 
F. C. Yost, D. D., pastor. Services next Sun­
day at 10 a. m. Sunday School at 9. Junior 
Christian Endeavor at 2 p. m ., and Senior C. 
E. at 7 p. m.
S t. Paul’s Memorial Church, near Oaks Sta­
tion, Rev. Q. W . Barnes, Rector. Sunday 
Services—10.80 a. m 8.3* p. m. Sunday School 
—2.16 p. m. Yes ted choir. Free sittings.
Cordial welcome. The Rector residing in the 
parish, will be pleased te receive calls for visi­
tations or ministrations. Address Oaks P. O.
Evanshurg M. E. Church.—Sunday School at 
9.45 a. m. Preaching at 11 a. m. and 7.89 p. m.
St. Luke’s Reformed Ohuroh, Trappe, Rev. 
S L. Messinger, D .D., pastor. Sunday School 
at 9 a .m .  Preaohingat 10 a. m. and 7.30 p. m.
J uni or Endeavor prayer meeting at 2 p. m. 
Y. P. S. 0. E. prayer meeting at 6.46 p. m. 
Bible study meeting on Wednesday evening 
at 7.30 o’clock. All are most cordially invited to 
attend the services.
United Evangelical Church, Trappe Circuit, 
Rev, Uoo. R. Riffert, pastor. Trappe—Preach­
ing at 10 a. m.; Sunday School at 2 p. m. 
Limerick—Sunday School at 9 a. m. Special 
gospel preaching at 7.45 p. m. Revival meet­
ings each evening of the ensuing week except 
Monday evening. All are earnestly invited to 
come.
Passenger trains leave Collegevllle for Phila­
delphia : 7.03, 7.46,11.80 a. m., 6.06 p. m. Sun­
days—7.11 a. m., 6.83 p. m. For Allentown; 
7.46,11.02a. m., 2.27, 6.06 p. m. Sundays—8.30 
a. m., 7.89 p. m.
Home and Abroad,
—The old year 1909
'—Will soon depart and figure 
only in the history of the years of 
the past.
—May all our readers and every­
body find themselves in mood to 
welcome
—Young 1910,
—And may the New Year hold in 
store for all a full measure of happi­
ness and contentent.
—As to resolutions it is to be 
noted that only resolutions put in 
practical effect count for something. 
All others represent hot air ana 
bluff.
—If you desire to resolve to per­
form certain acts or adopt a 
certain rule of conduct during 1910, 
begin acting now and the prospec­
tive resolution will take care of it­
self.
—When shoveling snow becomes 
a necessity some men who even bate 
the sight of a shovel handle will 
shovel.
—New Year stories and poetry, 
page 5.
—On January 15 Weitzenkorn’s 
Sons, clothiers of Pottstown, will 
discontinue giving silver coupons. 
All outstanding coupons are worth 
full value, but must be redeemed 
prior to April 1, 1910.
—As a result of the recent 
drought, many farmers in East 
Nantmeal, Chester county, now have 
artesian wells, some over 100 feet in 
depth.
—Oresta Schaeffer, of Schwenk- 
ville, was sentenedto three years in 
jail at Norristown for cruelty to two 
daughters.
—M. E. Leester, a huckster of 
Palm, disposed of 2000 turkeys 
for Christmas dinners and is getting 
1000 more for New Year’s.
—A pocket book belonging to 
Samuel Schlicber, uear Pennsburg, 
and containing $200, was found and 
kicked around by trainsmen, who 
suspected a trick.
—B. Frank Gougler, of Centre 
Square, has purchased the property 
of D. J. Schwenk, 680 Stanbridge 
street, Norristown.
—George Reitmyer was bitten by 
a dog on a Pottstown street, and 
hastening home he got his revolver, 
followed the cur on a trolley, and 
within 10 minutes laid him low with 
with one shot.
Samuel Minninger, who lived a 
solitary life in a cabin near Earl- 
ville, Berks county, was found by 
neighbors two days after he had 
died of internal hemorrhages in his 
primitive home.
—Charles W. Berg, of Shilling- 
ton, has a collection of arrow 
heads, numbering 12,000; 129 toma­
hawks, 200 ornaments and a silver 
dollar given him by General Wil­
liam T. Shermao.
M r. Koasey Married.
Miles A. Keasey, an TJrsinus 
alumnus of the 1906 class and well 
known in this borough, was married 
on Chirstmas day to Miss Emma M. 
Laubech, of Benton, Pa.
Driling a Deep W ell.
The Reading Railway Company 
is sinking an artesian well 1000 feet 
deep near Lansdale station. This 
is made necessary by the present 
inadequate supply for the passenger 
and freight engines.
Sale of Cows Postponed.
The deep snow and drifted con­
dition of the roads prevented farmers 
from attending Mr. Mitterling’s 
sale of cows at Perkiomen Bridge 
hotel, Monday, and the sale was 




Owing to the snow storm Ctrrist- 
mas night the entertainment to have 
been given by the M. E. Sunday 
School of Evansburg was postponed 
to Monday evening, January 3, 8 
o'clock. Everybody welcome.
Holy Communion at Trinity 
Cbureh.
Holy Communion at Trinity Re­
formed church, CollegeviUe, next 
Sunday at 10 a. m. On Friday even- 
iogat7.30 there will be service both 
preparatory to the comm.union and 
appropriate 'to the last night of the 
year.
Ladles' Aid Society Meeting.
A regular meeting of the Ladies’ 
Aid Society, of Trinity Reformed 
church, was held last week at the 
home of the Misses Kratz on Fifth 
avenue. The following program was 
presented: Organ solos, Miss Ella 
Kratz; recitations, Miss Maude 
Smuli, Miss Helen Miller and Miss 
Marple.
Death of Judge Weand’s Brother.
James Weand, a brother of Judge 
Henry K. Weand, of the Montgom­
ery, County Court, died suddenly 
Christmas eve, in the office of Dr. 
T. Edmund Wills, at Pottstown. 
He was laughing and joking, while 
Dr. Wills was about to examine Jiim 
for heart affection, wtyen the fatal 
attack came.
A Son's Cruelty.
Because he indulged in the cruel 
practice of beating his eighty-four 
year old mother, George Roth, a 
bricklayer, residing at College Hill, 
Easton, was sent to jail for thirty 
days at police court last week by 
Alderman Reed. The magistrate 
informed Roth that he was sorry he 
could not make the sentence thirty 
years.
Miss Saylor Braves the Drifts.
MissGraceSaylor, of this borough, 
who has not once missed attending 
Sunday School for thirteen years, 
was in Schwenksville on Sunday 
while the snowstorm was still rag­
ing. She braved the blizzard, 
however, and plowed her way to the 
Lutheran church of that place to 
find that the janitor and herself 
were the only worshipers out.
Damage Case Lost.
A verdict for the defendant was 
rendered in A. Wayne Emery vs. 
Philadelphia and Reading Railway 
Company in court on Friday even­
ing. This case occupied the atten­
tion of the court for several days 
last week and was for damages 
alleged to have been caused by the 
negligence of the defendant in 
Pottstown in running down his auto­
mobile. In the accident the plain­
tiff’s wife, his child and his brother- 
in-law and sister-in-law were killed.
The Sad Side of, Life.
Charles Carson, of McKeesport 
Pa., died at a hospital at that place 
asking for his mother, saying that 
he would die before she, got there. 
In a room to the right lay the young 
man’s mother and in the room to the 
left lay his father, both near to 
death on account of typhoid fever, 
from which disease Carson died. 
The doctors say that to tell the 
parents of their son’s death would 
be fatal to them.
Looking One’s Best
It’s a woman’s delight to look her best, 
but pimples, skin eruptions, sores and boils 
rob life of joy. Listen ! Bucklen’s Arnica 
Salve cures them ; makes the skin soft and 
velvety. It glorifies the face. Cures plm 
pies, 8ore Eyes, Cold Sores, Cracked Lips, 
Champed Hands Try It. Infallible for 
Tiles. 25c at J. W Culbert's drug itore, 
CollegeviUe, and at M. T. Hunsicker's store,
Early Christmas Morning Banquet.
The employes of the Schuylkill 
Valley Traction Company held their 
annual banquet at Fairyiew Inn at 
two o’clock Christmas morning. 
Charles Himmel wright, the proprie­
tor, arranged an excellent menu for 
the trolley men. About fifty con­
ductors and motormen made the 
trip to and from the inn in a spec­
ial car.
Escaped From the Aeylum.
John G. Price'escaped from the 
hospital for the insane at Norristown 
Tuesday. He was from Philadel­
phia, and after the homicide on 
September 10, 1906, confessed that 
he had murdered Mrs. Maurice K. 
Lewis, of Eleventh and Diamond 
streets, Rhiladelphia, was declared 
insane and committed to the 
asylum.
They W ill Cross the Big Pond.
Od Saturday, January 1,four young 
*ien of this place wilbstart on a trip 
to Europe, working their passage on 
a cattle steamer. The party is 
•omposed of John Radcliff, Ralph 
Walt, Glenn Yellis and William 
Creps. The ship on which they 
will make the trip is the Minnesota, 
bound for Londoo. They will reach 
home about the first of February. 
William Frantz, of Providence 
Square, is now on a oattle boat 
which has just made the run from 
Philadelphia to Antwerp.
C hristm as Day 1909.
If there is one holiday that is 
thoroughly observed by mankind 
that holiday is Christmas. It has 
been so observed for many years of 
the past, and was thus celebrated 
last Saturday with family gather­
ings, the exchange of gifts of love 
and friendship, and the social 
amenities which udite more closely 
the common interests of all. There 
were quite a number of visitors in 
town to share the hospitalities and 
festivities sf the day. And it was 
a “ white Christmas,” too.
Mr. Pflieger Discharged From 
Hospital.
Andrew Pflieger, of Yerkes, who 
has suffered for over two years with 
an open sore on his leg and who re­
cently underwent treatment at the 
Garrickson Hospital, Philadelphia, 
has been discharged from the Hospi­
tal. Mr. Pflieger isalmostcompletely 
cured and expects soon to be. back at 
bis post as crossing watchman at 
the Perkiomen railroad, this bor­
ough. While at the Garrickson he 
was under care of Dr. D. R. Far- 
inger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Faringer, of this place.
Murderer Sentenced to Twenty 
Years in Jail.
When Judge H. E. Weand Friday 
forenoon sentenced Felix Faire, 
alias Joe Grim he reminded the 
youthful Italian that he had been 
convicted of murder in the secoud 
degree, despite the fact that the evi­
dence in the case warranted a first 
degree verdict. Faire is one of the 
four Italians who were arrested on 
the charge of murdering George A. 
Johnson, of East Norriton, while 
burglarizing. The three, Frank 
Chicerino, John Ballon and Nick 
Marengo were all convicted of 
murder in the first degree.
Victim of Pneumonia.
Word was recived at Norristown 
Monday afternoon that James Keys, 
the oldest son of Deputy Recorder 
of Deeds George Keys, residing at 
Harmonville, had died after a short 
illness at Excelsior Springs Mis­
souri. Mr. Keys who was about 35 
years of age, was well known in 
Norristown. He left .there some 
yearsago and since that time he had 
been assistant to the chief engineer 
of the Union Pacific Railroad. 
Some months ago he was attacked 
with rheumatism and he took up his 
residence at Excelsior Springs. 
Several weeks ago he wds attacked 
with pneumonia which caused his 
death. Deceased was a man of fine 
physique and a graduate of Lehigh 
University.
Alone in Saw Mill at Midnight
unmindful of dampness, drafts, storms, or 
cold, W. J . Atkins worked as night watch­
man, at Banner Springs, Tenn. Such ex­
posure gave him a severe cold that settled 
on his lungB. At last he had to give up 
work. He tried many remedies, but all 
failed till he need Dr. King's New Discovery. 
After using one bottle he write-;: -‘I went 
back to work as well as ever.” Severe 
colds, stubborn couehs, Inflamed throats 
and sore lungs, hemorrhages, croup and 
whooping cough get qnick relief and prompt 
cure from this glorious medicine. 50c. and 
SI.00. Trial bottle free, guaranteed by J. 
W. Culbert, druggist, CollegeviUe, and by 
M. T. Hunsicker, Ironbrldge.
Price of M ilk for January.
The Executive Committee of the 
Philadelphia Milk Shipper’s Union 
has fixed the wholesale price of 
milk for January 1910 at 44 cents 
per quart.
Injuries Cause Death.
Philip Dewald, of Norristown, 
died in the Norristown Hospital 
Tuesday, his legs having been cut 
off by a shifting engine upon which 
he was employed as conductor at the 
steel plant of the Alan Wood Com­
pany at Ivy Rock.
Difficulties Dus to Amendments.
It appears that; no provision is 
made in the new constitutional 
amendments for the election of 
successors to judges whose terms 
expire in 1913 and 1915, as under 
the amended consittution judges 
are elected ia odd numbered years 
to take offices in January following. 
The legislature may have to extend 
the jtorms of these judges or filliag 
the vacancies. The same trouble 
exists with regard to justices of the 
peace. Another uncertainty is as 
to assessors. Under the terms of 
the schedule to the amendments 
assessors elected next February can 
serve ooly until the first Monday of 
December 1911 which would be 
only about half a term.
Hardships e f Rare! Carriers.
Postmaster Culbert has received 
from the Postofflce Department a 
circular ^letter calling attention to 
the hardships imposed upon rural 
carries by patrons depositing loose 
coins their in boxes for purohase of 
stamp supplies. He recommends 
that rural patrons be urged to 
provide themselves with stamp 
supplies in advance of their needs, 
and to equip their boxes with suit­
able coin-holding receptables. If 
carriers lose coins in the snow or 
mud, they are supposed to “ make 
good” out of their own funds, and 
patrons should be more thoughtful 
and make the carrier’s task as light 
as possible. The department 
further requests that these sugges­
tions be printed in loual papers.
Masonic Officers Elected. 
Warren Lodge, 310, F. and A. M., 
of Trappe, elected the following 
officers Saturday evening, Decem­
ber 25: W. M., Oliver N. Evans; 
S. W., Elmer E. J. Burns; J. W., 
Howard P. Tyson; Treasurer, A.D. 
Fetterolf; Secretary, Henry Hun­
sicker.; Trustees—J. Warren Royer, 
M. Y. Weber, Horace P. Keeley; 
Representative to Grand Lodge, 
Mayne R. Longstretb. The new 
officers were installed the same 
evening by P. M. Mayne R. Long- 
streth. A collation followed the 
election and installation. Some of 
the brethren from a distance ex 
perienced much difficulty in reach­
ing their homes. One of the mem­
bers walked almost as far as Eagle- 
ville through the deep snow, and 
another member from Lower Provi­
dence walked almost as far.
DEATHS.
Hannah, widow of the late Jacob 
Landes, deceased, died on Friday at 
her home at Yerkes, aged 74 years. 
Four sons survive: Abram, Isaiah, 
and Milton Landes, of Yerkes, and 
J. C. Landes, of this borough. Fun­
eral services at the house were held 
on Wednesday of this week. On 
account of the deep snow under­
taker Bechtel was compelled to 
postpone interment at the Breth­
ren’s cemetery, Skippack.
Louviua, widow of the late Jacob 
G. Kline, died Sunday night at her 
home in Upper Providence, near 
Trappe, aged 82 years. The sur­
viving 1u, -dren are: Jerome and 
William Kline, of Philadelphia, and 
Louvina, wife of John Favinger, of 
Royersford. The funeral will be 
held this Thursday at 11 a. m. at 
the house. Further services and 
interment at the Lutheran church 
and cemetery, Trappe; undertaker 
F. W. Shalkop in charge.
The remains of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Degler, formerly of Graterford, who 
died at her home in Royersford last 
week, was interred konday in the 
Mingo Dunkard cemetery; under­
taker Shalkop ip charge.
Gertrude Porr, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Porr, of Pottstown and 
formerly of Limerick Square, died 
on Monday of neuralgia of the heart, 
aged 11 years. Funeral tomorrow, 
Friday, at 11 o’clock at the house. 
Interment at Jeffersonville.
Entertainments In Public School.
The exercises of the girls of the 
CollegeviUe High 'School, Friday 
afternoon, were decidedly inter 
esting and reflected much credit 
upon all who participated. The 
little ones of the primary depart­
ment showed the careful and 
efficient drilling of their teacher, 
Miss Smith, who experienced some 
disappointment by reason of the 
absence of parents and others.
Men’s Meeting.
The men’s meeting in the Sunday 
School room of Trinity fchurcb, this 
borough, on Wednesday evening of 
last week, proved to be a note­
worthy masculine social affair. 
About 75 men partook of the supper 
and gave listening ears to the re­
marks of Prof G. L. Omwake and 
to the address of Rev. Wm. E. 
Lanzpe, D. D., secretary of the 
“ Men’s Movement in the Reformed 
church,” and to the speech of Mr. 
Harry E. Paisley, of Philadelphia. 
The object, in brief, of the meeting 
and supper was to increase the in­
terest of men in church work. The 
committee in charge was continued 
for the purpose of effecting a per­
manent organization of men in 
Trinity church.
B U Z Z A R D  LEAVES COLLEGE-?
VILLE A ND  V IC IN IT Y  
S N O W B O U N D .
The falling snow that covered 
the earth with a mantle of white on 
Christmas day kept right on coming 
down Saturday night and Sunday 
forenoon until there was a depth of 
about eighteen inches on the level 
and drifts were piled high by the east 
and northeast gales. All the roads 
were closed to travel on Sunday 
and for the greater part of Monday, 
and trolley cars were tightly snow­
bound at different points along the 
lines of the Schuylkill Valley Com­
pany. The Sunday morning milk 
train for Philadelphia, due here 
shortly after 7 o’clock, reached the 
station between ten and • eleven 
o’clock Sunday morniDg, and only 
one milk man—Mr. Cassel of near 
Perkiomen Bridge — braved the 
drifts and served milk to his 
patrons about town Here and 
there snow shovel brigades halve 
been at work opening the highways 
to travel. At this writing, Mon­
day, the tracks of the Traction 
Company in this borough hare a 
covering of over 12 inches of 
tightly packed snow and much 
labor will be required in opening 
the line. Much inconvenience has 
resulted from the heaviest fall of 
snow since 1899. Fortunately the 
temperature after the storm was 
not much below freezing—a comfort­
ing circumstance to those obliged 
to wade'through drifts or to work 
shovel bandies.
The northbound train, due here 
at 7,39 Sunday evening, did not pull 
up at the station until 3 o’clock 
Monday morning. The train was 
stalled in a huge drift between 
College ville and Yerkes and three 
engines were required to move it. 
Mr.and Mrs. Abram Allebacb, Mrs. 
Merkle, and H. R. Alderfer, of 
Trappe, who were aboard the train, 
waded through the drifted fields to 
the town. Mr. Alderfer with his 
wife and daughter and Mrs. Merkle 
were stormstayd on Saturday night 
at City Line, and with 75 other 
street car passengers spent the 
night in the waiting room there. 
None of John H. Custer’s bakers 
were able to get to work Sunday 
night and as a result no bread was 
put out by that establishment on 
Monday. The Freed Heater Com­
pany’s plant did not operate on 
Monday because of the enforced 
absence of several employees.
All trains on the Pennsylvania 
R. R. system east of Pittsburg were 
blockaded during Sunday and 
nearly the whole of Mooday, and 
trains on the Reading railroad were 
delayed many hours.
All business, except that of snow 
lifting, was at standstill in Philadel­
phia, on Monday.
On Tuesday a large pick and 
shovel brigade and a large electric 
rotating snow shovel were engaged 
in clearing the trolley tracks in this 
borough. General Superintendent 
Hoeger directed the work, which 
was difficult on account of the 
solidly impacted snow, a condition 
due to the travel of vehicles and 
sleighs.
Rich Hen’s Gifts Are Poor
besids this : “ I want to go on record as say­
ing that I regard Electric Bitters as one of 
tbe greatest gifts that God bas made to wo­
man,” writes Mrs. O. Rbtnevault of Vestal 
Centre, N. Y. ”1 can never forget what It 
bas done for me.” This glorious medicine 
gives a woman buoyant spirits, vigor ot 
body and jubilant health. It quickly cures 
nervousness, sleeplessness, melancholy, 
headache, backache, fainting and dizzy 
spells ; soon builds up the weak, ailing and 
sickly. Try tnem. 59c. at J. W. Culbert’s 
drug store, CollegeviUe, and at M. T. Hun- 
sicker’s store, Ironbrldge.
PERSONAL.
Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Koons spent 
Christmas with relatives inSumney- 
town.
Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Klausfelder, 
of South Bethlehem, were the 
guests of Emil Klausfelder and 
family, over the holidays.
A large family gathering took 
Christmas dinner with ex-Burgess 
and Mrs. F. J. Clamer.
Mr. and Mrs.- Frank Gristock 
and daughters spent the holidays 
in Philadelphia with Mrs. Gris- 
took ’s parents.
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Bechtel en­
tertained a number of relatives and 
friends on Christmas.
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Noaker 
spent Saturday with Dr. and Mrs. 
Weber at Evansburg.
Oliver Grimley, of Williamson 
Trade School, is spending some 
time at home.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hallman 
spent Christmas in Norristown.
Mrs. Lachman and Miss Elizabeth 
Laobman visited Mr. and Mrs. 
Clement Fry, of Norristown, over 
Saturday and Sunday.
Mr.and Mrs. Daniel Bartman en­
joyed Yuletidle festivities with Mr. 
and Mrs. A. L. Frame, of Penn 
Square^ Saturday.
Arlington Moyer, of Royersford, 
spent Christmas with relatives in 
this borough.
Mr. and Mrs. John Freed spent 
Saturday and Sunday in Phoenix- 
ville as the guests of Mrs. Freed’s 
parents.
Pharon Leister and family spent 
Christmas with Skippack relatives.
Mr. and Mrs. Mjlton Saylor are 
visiting in Reading.
Willis Palsgrove, of Schuylkill 
Haven, is visiting friends here.
Miss Catherine Miller, of Phila­
delphia, is the guest of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. R. Miller.
Mrs. Harriet Gristock entertained 
over Christmas Mr. and Mrs. 
Heinley, of York, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harrison Hahn, and Mr. and Mrs, 
Wideburn Gristock, of Philadelphia.
Mr. and Mrs. Bechtel, of Potts- 
were the Christmas guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wien.
Dr. and Mrs. C. G. Haines are 
spending the week in New York.
Mr. and Mrs. Alien and Miss 
Katherine Robison, of Philadelphia, 
visited relatives here over Satur­
day and Sunday.
Misses Mary and Lizzie Krate 
spent Saturday in Norristown, the 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. C. T. Rrate.
Mr. -and Mrs. A. H. Hendricks 
recently spent several days'in Phil­
adelphia.
Edward Reisner, a student at Col­
umbia University, was in town last 
week.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hobson, of 
Philadelphia, spent Christmas with 
Mrs. Ella Hobson.
Miss Dora Moyer, who is teach 
ing at Glassboro, N. J., spent tbe 
Christmas vacation at home.
Horace Custer, a New Jersey 
school teacher, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert Hughes, of Norristown, 
visited Mr. and Mrs. John H. 
Custer and family, over the holidays.
Miss Maufle Smull is visiting ia 
Philadelphia this week.
Charles Fink, who is employed in 
Massachusetts as an engineer,spent 
tbe Yuletide at home.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Faringer 
were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Isafab Boorse, of Jeffersonville, 
Christmas.
Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Hendrick­
son, of Woodcliff-on-Hudson, are 
visiting relatives here.
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Bolton vis­
ited friends in Worcester, Christ­
mas day.
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Renninger 
spent Saturday and Sunday in 
Philadelphia.
Nevin Renninger visited in 
Pennsburg, recently.
W. B. Fenton, of New York, was 
home over Saturday and Sunday.
Mr. and Mrs. John Miller and 
children, of Trappe, were recent 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Daub.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Keplinger 
removed from this borough to Nor­
ristown, last week.
Miss Annie C. Prizer is visiting 
friends in Philadelphia.
Ernest Miller, of Philadelphia, 
was home over Saturday and Sun­
day.
Mr. Charles M. Spare, of Phila­
delphia, was entertained by Mr. and 
Mrs. A. D. Fetterolf, Sunday.
Mr. aod Mrs. John Radcliff spent 
Christmas with Mr. and Mrs. Ed­
ward Radcliff, Sr., at Eagleville.
Mr. and Mrs. David C u l p  enter­
tained a large family gathering on 
Christmas Day.
i
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Christmas at the Asylum, Prison, 
and County Home.
Thirty-two buodred pounds of 
roast turkey and nearly 1000 mince 
pies, with bushels of mashed pota­
toes, barrels of cranberries, and 
other vegetables in abundance, were 
served to the 3000 inmates of the 
Norristown State Hospital for the 
Insane on Christmas day. There 
was a decorated Christmas tree in 
each ward. At the county jail 
warden Gotwals and Mrs. Gotwals 
provided stewed chicken, mashed 
potatoes and fruit in addition toother 
eatables. The in mates of the County 
Home dined on turkey and chickens 
and other good things. The steward 
and Matron, Mr and Mrs. Leidy 
arranged to have a Christmas tree 
placed, and gifts of candies and 
oranges were distributed.
Items From Trappe,
Ralph Fry Wismer visited his 
parents in Reading on Christmas,
M. H. Keeler entertained Mr. and 
Mrs. Hutt, of Pottstown, on Christ­
mas day.
Ex-Burgess and Mrs. Shuler 
afforded shelter for a number of 
snowbound trolley car passengers, 
Christmas night.
On account of the great storm, no 
services could be held in St. Luke’s 
Reformed church last Sunday; and 
consequently the winter commun­
ion will be held next Sunday, Jan­
uary 2.
The old town was tightly snow­
bound from' Saturday night until 
Tuesday. The first trolley car 
since Saturday reached here Tues­
day evening.
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Fetterolf, 
of Philadelphia, were the Christ­
mas guests of Mr. and Mrs. James 
R. Weikel.
The Christmas Sunday School en­
tertainments at the Lutheran and 
Reformed churches, Friday even­
ing, were of a very excellent char­
acter. The decorations were en­
tirely appropriate and the programs 
of music, recitations, etc., were re­
ceived with much favor by those 
who filled both churches. The 
members of the Schools were treated 
to oranges and candy.
Notwithstanding the snow storm 
about one hundred persons atten­
ded the Christmas festival of the 
U. E. Sunday School Christmas 
night, and an excellent program 
was rendered. A number of those 
present had difficulty in reaching 
tbeir homes.
Mrs. Sarah Poley entertained at 
dinner quite a number of relatives 
and friends on Christmas.
Burgess Williard is on the sick 
list.
Communion service at the Luth­
eran church next Sunday at 10 a. m. 
Preparatory service at 2, and con­
gregational meeting at 3 p. m. on 
Saturday previous.
A meeting of the Board of Mana­
gers of the Perkiomen Valley 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
was held at Beckman’s hotel on 
Wednesday of this week.
Guy Miller says that Lot was 
turned into a pillar of salt for look­
ing back, but the chauffeur who 
looked back tumbled into a trout 
stream.
The children of the public schools 
were very pleasantly entertained 
Friday afternoon by Miss Josephine 
L. Rhoades, who told them in a 
most pleasing manner the story of 
the Christ Child and sang several 
appropriate selections. Each child 
was given a set of pictures illustra­
ting the story. Miss Rhoades has 
rare ability in entertaining and in­
structing children. Her story was 
much appreciated,as was evidenced 
by the attention of the pupils.
Evansburg and Vicinity.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jones of 
Norristown have been spending 
some time with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Jones.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McGee of 
Roxboro visited D. M. Casselberry 
the past week.
Mr. Jacob Thomas of Wayne is 
spending some time with Mr. and 
Mrs. R. R. Thomas.
Mr. Samuel Barker, of Westtown, 
is spending some time with his par- 
entsj Mr. and Mrs. Alfamus Barker.
Mr. Nelson Fegley, of Philadel­
phia, visited his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Fegley, on Christmas.
Wilson Undercoffler and Frank 
Fuhiman, of West Chester, are 
home for some time.
Jacob Bowers, of Norristown, 
visited Jesse Wanner on Christmas day.
Elizabeth Weber and Misses Isa­
bel and Imogene Ballentine are 
spending the vacation at home.
Ironbridge Echoes."
So near and yet so far from being 
snowed under is this little village. 
If you wish to see your best girl in 
weather like this, why if you do not 
live too far away you could do like 
one of our village boys, shovel a 
path from your back door to her 
front door. Isn’t that an excellent- 
plan ? That is being wide-awake 
and up to time.
A masquerade ball will be held in 
Eagle Hall on New Year’s eve. All 
are welcome.
Meeting of Silver Link Literary 
Society in Ironbridge chapel, Satur­
day evening, January 1. Program: 
Instrumental solo, Grace Kramer; 
recitatibn, Bertha Moyer; reading, 
Clara Kline; vocal solo, Hartwell 
Spare; conversation, Earl Moyer 
and Florence Hunsicker; New Year 
resolutions, Arthur Ash; vocal solo, 
Edna Kramer; reminiscence of 1909, 
Grace Kline; prospects of 1910, Carl 
Hunsicker; quartette, E. Fry Wis­
mer, Charles Wismer, Earl Moyer, 
Hartwell Spare; Blossom, Cora Hu n- 
sicker. Every one welcome. Come 
and spend the evening with us.
Mr. Meader, of Philadelphia, 
spent Sunday imthe village.
Mr. Norman Kulp, of Philadel­
phia, spent Christmas with his 
parents. Mr. and Mrs. F. R. Kulp.
Mrs. Hunsicker and Miss Flor­
ence Hunsicker, of Philadelphia, 
spent Saturday and Sunday with M. 
T. Hunsicker and family.
Mr. Elmer Detwiler was the only 
farmer who shipped milk from this 
station Sunday morning.
Mr. Wm. B. Ashenfelter, of Phila­
delphia. spent Christmas at home.
Mr. Geiser, of Allentown, was the 
guest of Miss May Hunsicker over 
Christmas.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Louis Kline, Jr., 
and family, of Philadelphia, spent 
Christmas with O. S. Godshalk and 
family.
Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Pole and family 
spent Christmas with S. P. Spare 
and family.
Mr. Perry Miller, of Graterford, 
was a visitor here recently.
Miss Elizabeth Ashenfelter is 
visiting friends at Lehigh Gap.
To all the readers of the I n d e ­
p e n d e n t  a Happy New Yearl
FROM OAKS.
“ Better is a little with righteous­
ness than great revenues without 
right.”—Prov. 6:8.
Christmas, 1909, has passed and 
gone; one more added to the many 
we have been permitted, to enjoy 
and for which we are duly thankful. 
It was a day of good cheer all 
around, and a general good feeling 
was entertained by everybody every 
where, because it was Christmas 
day, the birthday of all our hopes, 
our happiness. It was Merry Christ­
mas everywhere. John Shull, Geo. 
Smith and Charles S. Hallman had 
fine Christmas trees. Christmas 
gifts everywhere was the general 
order of the day, and our enterpris­
ing merchant John U. Francis, Jr., 
was not at all backward in remem­
bering his friends and patrons. 
Station agent Masser, at Oaks, was 
quite liberal in his cigars. We did 
not hang up our stocking, but we 
set our plate, and coming down to 
breakfast we found the old man was 
not forgotten, aod was not permitted 
to forget it was Christmas. A snow­
storm as a present, beginning 
shortly after eight o’clocb. The old 
saying, a green Christmas a fat 
burying ground, does not mean a 
contagion will rule the coming year, 
as many die every year, and it is 
quite natural to die. Over in the 
park one of the guards is a great 
lover of candy; always- munching 
candy. Has no children, and has 
to eat the share of the children, if 
be had any. So a collection was 
taken by the boys to buy him a 
whole pound and presented it to 
him. We would enjoy being pres­
ent when presented to him.
Mr. Lloyd, agent at Perkiomen, 
Pennsy R. R., returned from his 
trip to New York State, and re­
ported two feet of snow at Holland 
Patent and good sleighing there.
A goosebone prophet says a bad 
winter, and added: Old fellow, your 
legs won’t be long enough to wade 
through the snow that will fall, half 
the length as we are tall. Then it 
will have to snow three days.
During the high wind last week 
sparks from the locomotives on the 
Perkiomen Railroad set the fields on 
fire, and that fire in the field of Mr. 
Cresson, near Keyser’s feed store, 
was a wild one. Manure had been 
spread on the field, and the fire
swept the field from one end to the 
other. The firemen were out and 
fought the blaze. A man who is au­
thority on the subject, says if ma­
nure is spread on the lawn and 
burned over in the spring, the 
grass will grow much better. But 
this is winter, you know. Fire 
burned the brickyard field, below 
the railroad in Montgomery county, 
and also the meadow on tbeShearer- 
Rennard farm in Chester county. 
The fire caught in the old black­
smith shop used for a stable at the 
end of the bridge owned by the 
Reading Railroad Company, but the 
fire was taken in hand in time be­
fore any damage was done. A young 
man set fire to the dry grass in the 
meadow at Brower’s, and didn’t do 
a thing burnt the grass and the ice 
bouse with it, and came pretty near 
the dwelling. He went into the 
house and sat down for awhile, and 
when he went out the ice house roqf 
was burned off and the chicken 
house was on fire, and it looked 
very much as if he was getting 
ready for his mother-in-law, just 
getting ready for the fun. He made 
the mistake of setting the grass on 
fire with the wind. It required 
several-buckets of water to put the 
fire out at the hen bouse; and as 
there are several outbuildings near 
the dwelling the century mansion 
would have been endangered by 
fire. However, we have a fire com­
pany and the boys are ever on the 
alert and ready at any time to a call 
of fire.'
The man who bought his son a 
sled for a Christmas present was 
right in it.
The Brick Works shut down for 
over Christmas and for repairs.
There was not so large an attend­
ance to hear Dr. Culler, Wednesday 
evening, as generally attends. It 
was so very cold and just before 
Christmas; people were doing their 
shopping to avoid the rush.
Supervisor Barber was in town 
Friday.
Jack Taylor and daughters, John 
U. Brower, Dolph Keyser and Wm. 
Rupert were in Pboenixville on Fri­
day evening.
The Grangers went for the State 
Highway Department bald-headed. 
If there ever was a department that 
requires so much to keep it going, 
it is the State Highway Department.
Next Saturday will be New Year’s 
day, and don’t- forget to write 1910 
Old Father Time is quite consider­
ate and proposes to bury the old 
year ’neath a canopy of snow. How 
realistic! Though our sins shall be 
as scarlet, they shall be whiter than 
snow. Though the many ills, the 
discomforts, the vicissitudes old 
1909 has brought us, yet on thy bier 
comes the mantle of snow. Mem­
ories of other days, when other 
loved ones whose merry, joyous 
voices are forever hushed, came to 
us on this great day of rejoicing, 
and though these memories will for­
ever linger with us, yet these sad 
memories should not overshadow 
any feelings, but those of rejoicing. 
Memory is the only friend that grief 
can call its own, but hope spriugs 
forever to our help; even though 
there is a vacant chair, or there is 
one less in the family circle. This 
is Christmas, and though he be poor 
and needy, or Cast down with grief, 
the Star of Bethlehem shines out iu 
all its beauty for all who are op­
pressed or cast down, and there we 
can find hope a glorious panacea for 
all our griefs.
John Shull, foreman on the Penn­
sylvania Railroad, had a Christmas 
gift out of the clouds, and Barney 
Gallagher enjoyed his gift with the 
rest of the boys and wished Christ­
mas would have come in the middle 
of the week. Well, we spent a most 
enjoyable Christmas day.
The snow storm grew to a bliz­
zard and, the snow drifted badly. 
With two engines and two cars the 
midnight train on the Pennsy rail­
road arrived shortly after two 
o’clock- Sunday morning. The snow 
plow on the Perkiomen was out and 
the milk train was way late. Brow­
er’s avenue was snow-drifted badly, 
aod the name should be changed to 
Snow Drift avenue. But it gener­
ally snows in the winter time, and 
what’s the odds ?
Pleasant View Gun Club were to 
shoot Christmas day, but they 
might have taken a better view of 
things, because of the snow, anp 
postponed the shoot. But we add 
the score of last week: Frank Mint- 
zer, thirteen out of twenty four; 
Wilmer Keyser, one; Frank Read- 
man, one; Clarence Readman, five 
out of twenty-four.
The entertainment given by the 
scholars of our public schools Satur­
day afternoon was up to the stand­
ard, Our young people do every­
thing as it should be, fine. Always 
at their best on all occasions.
To J. Whitaker Thompson, Esq., 
U. S. District Attorney, do we re­
turn our thanks for favors. He will 
always find a friend in this old man.
We wish to thank Lewis Boyer, 
our milkman, for his bravery in 
facing the snow-ladened winds, 
scaling the mountains and ridges of 
snow to serve bis customers with 
milk. It took a brave, stout heart 
to face the storm Sunday, and we 
are sure all bis customers are of the ■ 
same mind.
The Firemen propose holding a 
fair, beginning the fifteenth of next 
month, January 1910.
A colored man who called the 
wind Old Hawkins, if he were liv­
ing up North on Sunday evening 
could have heard Old Hawkins 
blowing great guns.
Eighteen inches of snow on the
level and eighteen feet in heaps, 
about every where the Sunday after 
Christmas. ’Twas the day after 
Christmas and a blizzard blew great 
guns all round the bouse. Mark it 
down in the chimney cornet;, and 
tell us about it several years from 
now.
And to all we wish a very happy 
New Year!
WASHINGTON LETTER
From Our Regular Correspondent.
Washington D. C., Dec. 24,1909.— 
Congress has adjourned for a Christ­
mas vacation after a brief and un­
eventful pre-holiday session. But 
little legislation has been enacted 
and only one appropriation bill, that 
for the District of Columbia, has 
been passed. This appropriation 
is considerably less than that for 
the past year aod there is promise 
that the other appropriations will 
show a proportionate reduction. 
There is much talk of economy at 
the White House, at the Capitol and 
in the departments, but in the na­
tional, as in family affairs, an eco­
nomical program is difficult and it 
will generally be found in the end 
that both the family and the nation 
have lived up<(to their income aod 
ail they can borrow.
As was expected, there will be a 
congressional investigation of what 
is now known as the Ballinger- 
Pincbot feud. Mr. Ballinger has 
requested such an investigation in a 
formal letter to Senator, Jones of the 
State of Washington, stating in bis 
letter that the investigation should 
embrace the forest service, mean­
ing Pinchot, inasmuch as he (Ball­
inger) believes that the pernicious 
activity of certain of its officers has 
been the source of inspiration of 
these charges.
In an executive session of the 
Senate, Senator Gore, the blind 
Senator from Oklahoma, offered a 
resolution providing for an investi­
gation and directing that a com­
mittee of eight senators, whom he 
named, with a like number of mem­
bers of the bouse should conduct an 
investigation of the general Land 
Office and the Forest service with 
respect to stone, timber, coal and 
mineral lands and water power 
sites. If this committee shall be 
appointed and one comparatively 
-as strong shall represent the bouse 
there can be no doubt of an in­
vestigation that will go to the 
bottom of this question, a question 
of great interest to all the people of 
the United States, concerning as it 
does all that remains of the splendid 
natural resources of the best en­
dowed country on this planet.
There is important significance in 
the news that became public this 
morning that the President will in 
a special message, after Christmas, 
indicate that ho necessity exists for 
changing the Sherman Anti-trust 
law dealing with'combinations in 
restraint of trade. The President 
is counter-marcbingon thisquestion 
and is taking a view of the propo­
sition opposed to that of his prede­
cessor. It is said that the Presi­
dent has been influenced in arriving 
at his new conclusion by the atti­
tude manifested toward the courts 
of law by Gompers, Mitchell and 




The office building of the Jesuit col­
lege at Santa Clara, Cal., was destroy­
ed by fire. Loss, $150,000.
Joseph Dyas, of Bayonne, N. J., a 
traveling salesman, fell down a stair­
way in a dry goods store and fractured 
his skull.
The three children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jasper Williamson, were burned to 
leath  at their home, near Delaware, 
O., while their parents were abseht.
Half of the Thomas S. Marvel ship­
building plant at Newburg, N. Y., was 
burned. Vessels in the yard escaped 
damage. Loss estimated at $125,000.
President Taft has received among 
a large number of invitations one to 
attend a Masonic celebration in Alex­
andria, Va., on Washington’s Birthday, 
when there will be launched a plan to 
build a great memorial-to Washington 
as a  Mason.
Friday, December 24.
Robbers blew open the safe of the 
State bank of Centerville, near Mound 
City, Mo., and got $1500.
canorcatcs sis sueceec me late united 
States Senator McLaurin, of Missis­
sippi.
Tuesday, December 28.
Fire which destroyed the home of 
L. Sonecalf, a t Loveland, O., caused 
the death of Rosa and Paul Sonnecalf, 
aged eight and five years respectively.
In order *o form plans successfully 
to fight combinations of milk dealers, 
1200 milk producers from all sections 
of the United States will meet in Chi­
cago, Feb. 7, 1910.
Show windows of two jewelry stores 
in Chicago were robbed of watches, 
silverware and Jewels valued at $5000 
by a man who broke the plate glass 
with a paper-covered brick.
Rufus A. Rogers, brother of the late 
HHenry H. Rogers, vice president of 
the Ctnadard Oif company, and who 
got $200,000 in the will of the latter, 
died in Chicago of heart disease.
Wednesday, December 29.
Four shot-firers were killed in a dust 
explosion, caused by a "windoy” shot, 
in mine No. 5, two miles south of Cen­
tralis, 111.
Mrs. Lucinda Grafton, who became 
widely known during the Civil War 
for work for sick soldiers, died in 
Pittsburg.
The National Woman’s Suffrage as­
sociation in New York has started an 
“indirect plea” campaign through 
neatly printed “votes for women” 
stamps.
While Mrs. Henry Blanton was 
across the street talking to a neigh­
bor at Pratt, Kan., she saw her home 
a mass of fire, with her three children 
inside burning to death.
James F. Roach, twenty years old, 
is charged with having shot and pos­
sibly fatally wounded his mother, Mrs. 
Sallie E. Miller, at her home. Mem­
phis, Tenn., while she was listening to 
a graphophone playing a hymn.
SHOWER BATH FOR MULES
Lehigh Valley Company Introduces 
Novelty In Mining.
Wilkes-Barre, P a , Dec. 29.—A nov­
elty in anthracite mining was an­
nounced by the Lehigh Valley Coal 
company. A bath, with shower at­
tached, has been built in the Henry 
colliery for the mules working there. 
It is of concrete, forty feet long and 
four and a half feet deep, with a 
shower over the full length.
PRODUCE QUOTATIONS.
The Latest Closing Prices For Produce 
and Live Stock.
PHILADELPHIA — FLOUR quiet; 
winter low grades, $4.40@4.60; winter 
clear, $4.80@5; city mills, fancy, $6 
@ 6.20.
RYE FLOUR firm; per bbl., $4.35@ 
4.50.
WHEAT firm; No. 2 red, $1.20@1.22.
CORN steady; No. 2 yellow, local, 
68%@69c.
OATS firm; No. 2 white, 51c.; lower 
grades, 50c.
POULTRY: Live firm; hens,. 15%e.; 
old roosters, 10%@ 11c. Dressed firm: 
choice fowls, 17c.; old roosters, 12c.
BUTTER steady; extra creamery, 
39c. per lb.
EGGS firm; selected, 37@39c.; near­
by, 34c.; western, 34c.
POTATOES firm, at 58 @ 60c. bush.
Live Stock Markets.
PITTSBURG (Union Stock Yards)— 
CATTLE steady; choic'e, $6.75@7; 
common, $3.50@4.50.
SHEEP higher; prime wethers, $5.35 
@5.60; culls and common, $2@3; 
lambs, $6@8.50; veal calves, $10@ 
10.50.
HOGS higher; prime heavies, $8.75; 
mediums, $8.75; heavy Yorkers, $8.70; 
light Yorkers and pigs, $8.60@8.65; 
roughs, $7.50@8.15.
8tate op Ohio , City  op Toledo , >
Lucas County, ( ss‘
F rank  J. Cheney  makes oath that he is 
the senior partner of the firm of F. J. Cheney 
& Co. doing business in the city of Toledo, 
Connty and 8tate aforesaid, and that said 
firm will pay the sum of ONE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS tor each and every case of Catarrh 
that cannot be cared by the use of Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure. FRANK J. CHENEY.
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my 
pr-sence, this 6th day of December, A. D.. 
1886.
, A. W. GLEASON,
SEAL. >
’ Notary Pub’ic.
Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally 
and acts directly upon the blood and mu­
cous surfaces of the system. 8end for testi­
monials, free.
F. J. CHENET & CO., Toledo, O.
Sold by all druggists, 75c.
Take Hail’s Family Pills for constinatton
N o t i c e .The annual meeting of the stock­
holders of the Collegeville National Bank 
will be held on TUESDAY, JANUARY 
11, 1910, in the bank building, between the 
hours of 10 a. m. and 12 m., to elect fifteen 
directors for the ensuing year.
W. D. RENNINGER, Cashier.
p O S T P O N E D  SALE OF
FRESH COWS!
Will be sold at public sale on FRI­
DAY, DECEMBER 31, 1909, at Perkiomen 
Bridge Hotel, 25 fresh cows from Centre 
county. Gentlemen, these are well selected 
and choice cows. They are well bred, 
shapely and profitable milk and butter 
producers. Here is your opportunity. 
Sale at 1.30 p. m. Conditions by
J. W. MITTERLING.
L. H. Ingram, auct. J. W. S. Gross, clerk.
P UBLIC SALE OF OHIO AMD LEBANON COUNTY
FRESH COWS!
Will be sold at public sale on THURS­
DAY, JANUARY 6, 1910, at Perkiomen 
Bridge hotel, two carloads of fresh cows 
and some springers—one carload from 
Ohio and one carload from Lebanon 
county. Mr. Croll writes that the Ohio 
cows are extra fine stock, and you all 
know, that Lebanon county cows are good, 
shapes and sizes and big milk and butter 
producers. Here is your opportunity, 
farmers and dairymen. Sale a t 1.30. Con­
ditions by
JONAS FISHER.
F. H. Peterman, auct.
M. B. Linderman, clerk.
p U B L I C  SALE OF
Virginia Hogs !
&  &  &
Will be sold a t public sale on MONDAY, 
JANUARY 3, 1910, a t Dunn’s hotel, 
Graterford, 125 Virginia hogs, 100 of the 
lot being ready for the butcher; the bal­
ance are feeders. Some of the lot weigh 
from 150 to 225 lbs. each, and a few weiglr 
300 lbs. each. All choice stock in thrifty 
condition. Sale a t 1.30. Conditions by 
B. F. LANGDON,
JOHN P. FISHER, Seller.
J* G. Fetterolf, auct. M. S. Moyer, clerk.
3UBL.1C SALE OF
Personal Property !
Will be sold at public sale on THURS­
DAY, DECEMBER 80, 1909, on the prem­
ises of the undersigned near Yerkes, in 
Upper Providence township, the follow­
ing personal property: Four good borsee, 
^fc!3 cows; registered Jersey bull, 
pedigree will be given on. 
■WJ^Oday of sale; chickens, twoj
"nogs, hay wagon with bed and 
ladders complete, 2. market wagons, 
press wagon, horse rake. Wood mowing 
machine, new; hay tedder, McCormick 
binder, good as new; 2 reapers, Albright 
two-horse oultivator, one-horse cultiva­
tors, 2 corn drills, 2 plows, 2 springtooth 
harrows, one a leaver; 2-sea ted carriage, 
2 fallingtop buggies, rubber-tire runabout, 
nearly new; roller, 2 grindstones, large 
scalding tub, 500 lb. beam, 2 tackles and 
pulleys, hay rope and hook, horse power 
and separator, fanning mill, post boring 
machine with 2% in. auger, 2-horse bob 
sled, milk sleigh, fodder cutter, hand cider 
press as good as, new, 2 wheelbarrows, 
forks and hooks, new work bench, tool 
chest and tools, new sleigh runners, 2 
crosscut saws, ax, sled marker, corn 
sbeller, grain cradle, lot new cow chains, 
lot of straw and hay. between 1200 and 
1500 sheaves of cornfodder, seed corn, lot 
of corn, oats, 4 sets farm harness, collars 
and blindbalters, express harness, cart 
harness, breast chains and traces, lines 
and straps, new headhalters. Dairy Fix­
tures and Household Goods : 20 and 30-qt. 
milk cans, some new; milk buckets, butter 
churn and hampers, parlor stove, organ, 
bedsteads, clothes chest, washstands, 
bureau, old desk, half-dozen chairs, cop­
per kettle, iron kettle, 6-qt. ice cream 
freezer, lard press and sausage grinder, 
apple butter by the pot, flour cbest, mar- 
bletop stand, dresser, wardrobe, candle 
mold for 50 candles, and a number of arti­
cles that will be bunted up by day of sale. 
Sale to commence at 12 o’clock, sharp. 
Conditions by
CHARLES R. GENNARIA, SR.
Fu r  r e n t .After October 1, dwelling house, near 
Perkiomen bridge. Good location. Ap­
ply to J. P. ROBISON,
9-12. Collegeville, Pa.
F o r  r e n t .At vary low rental a wheelwright 
and blacksmith shop, old established 
stand, prominently located. Address 
(8-26) CALL BOX No. 2, Collegeville, Pa.
F o r  s a l e .About 75 2-year-old hens, 50 yearling 
bens, and 50 early batched pullets; White 
Wyandotts. Also incubators and brood­
ers. Apply to
P, GERBER, Lower Providence. 
Evansburg Road. 12-30.
F o r  n a Le .13 acres of woodland in Limerick 
township. Also 76-acre farm near Keelor’s- 
church, Frederick township. Apply for 
particulars to MISS MARY FRITZ, 
HRS. EMMA KRAUSE, et. al., execu­
tors of A. P. Fritz, deceased, Limerick. 
Pa. 11-4.
ITIOR SALE.■ Stone dwelling house located on 
Main street, Collegeville, containing 11 
rooms. One of the most prominent loca­
tions in the borough. Apply to
A. D. FETTEROLF,
12-16. Collegeville, Pa.
The board of governors of the New 
Haven, Conn., hospital said that $300,- 
000 had been given It to be used for 
building a tuberculosis hospital.
Italians, Slavs and other foreigners 
at Lanesboro, Pa., are refusing to pay 
their taxes because, under a new Penn­
sylvania law, they can’t  have guns, 
even for hunting.
Congressman James A. Tawney, of 
Minnesota, after repeating that the 
Panama canal would be finished by 
Jan. 1, 1915, at a total cost of $75,000,- 
000, said that the congressional com­
mittee would allow $35,000,000 for 1910 
end 1911 and $48,000,000 more for the 
finishing of the canal.
Monday, December 27.
H. B. Peplrs, of Haskell institute, 
Lawrence, Kan., has been appointed 
national supervisor of Indian educa­
tion. ,
While threshing grain on his farm, 
several miles from Hallam, Pa., 
Charles Seitz had his right arm torn 
off at the elbow.
Because his wife wanted to spend 
Christfas with her parents, J. B. 
Blakely, of Algiers, La., killed her and 
himself, leaving a four-year-old son.
C. H. Alexander, ex-Governor Var- 
daman and Congressman Candler are
W ANTED.A situation as farm manager or 
farmer. Or, will take well-stocked farm 
on shares and furnish my own help. Sat­
isfactory reference given.
FRANCIS FELL,
11-25. R. D. 1, Norristown, Pa.
Operators or Sewers
W A 3S T T E D
on unlined, easily made coats. Work 
is light and easy for any one 
who can operate a family sewing 
machine. Work' taken to and from 
your home every week. Write or call 
on
Ceo. McKeever,
229 East Marshall S i Norristown, Pa.
F. W EIK EL,
Acetylene Gas Contractor,
MONT CLARE, PA. Generators and gas 
fixtures supplied. Estimates furnished. 
All work guaranteed. 10-21-3m.
A p p l e s  f o r  s a l e .100 bushels of good apples for sale 
at reasonable prices. Must be sold soon. 
Apply at the home of
HARRY CASSEL,
12-16. Near Perkiomen Bridge.
E s t a t e  n o t i c e .Estate of Sarah Bradford, late of Trappe, Montgomery county, deceased. 
Letters of administration on the above 
estate having been granted the under­
signed, all persons indebted to said estate 
are requested to make immediate pay­
ment, and those having legal claims to 
present the same without delay to 
HENRY W. KRATZ, Administrator, 
11-11. Norristown, Pa.
The Gold Nugget
AT THE VERY DOOR OF
The Great East.
Upper Eastern Shore of Maryland near 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Wilmington, 
Atlantic City, Washington, New York 
and Pittsburg. Rail and Boat facilities, 
Mild Climate, Perfect Drainage, Rich 
Soil, Congenial People, Purest Drinking 
Water. Send for catalogue.
J- W aters Russell.
12-9 2m. C hester tow n, M<L
t
4 SHORT STORY AND MISCELLANY,
D I E  By A CANOE,
The Way the Parted Lovers 
Brought the Judge to Terms.
By DONALD ALLEN.
(Copyright, 1909, by Associated Literary 
Press.]
“No, I won’t have it—I won’t have 
It! He must cease to call here!”
“But mamma has no objection.” 
“That makes no difference. Tour 
Bother is not running this family.” 
“Isn’t Mr. Graham of good family?” 
“He may be, but he doesn’t own the 
clothes he stands in, and as near as I 
can find out he’s a dawdler and will 
never amount to shucks.?
“But Mr. Graham is an artist and 
Is making his way. He has already 
{tainted and sold”—
"He has daubed paint on to canvas 
and roped some Idiot Into buying it for 
a landscape. Don’t  talk about It any 
more. When it 1s time for you to fall 
In love I'll take the case in hand and 
see that it is with a proper young 
man.”
Judge Talbot was a brusque and 
blunt husband and father. He prided 
himself on being practical. He had 
known in a general way that Will 
Graham, the artist, had been calling 
a t the house far more frequently than 
any other young man and had had 
nothing to say about It. I t was only 
when Mrs. Talbot timidly wondered if 
lllsie and Will were engaged that he 
suddenly sat up and roared out: 
“What! What! Our Elsie engaged 
to be married! What are you talking 
about?”
"But I think—think’’—
And then the Judge said he would 
see about it, and the daughter was 
sent for and told what was what and 
sent away with tears in her eyes and 
a  lump in her throat. As a matter of 
fact the father had made no inquiries
THE WHITE BAG WAS HUNG ON THE BUSH 
BOB THE HAST TIME.
concerning the young man in the case. 
Had he done so he would have learned 
nothing to Graham’s disadvantage.
On the day after the judge’s dictum 
two young ladies paid a visit to Will 
Graham’s studio. While one of them 
wandered about looking at the pic­
tures on the wall, the .other had some­
thing to say that was strictly private. 
I t  was a hard thing to say that the 
young man had been forbidden the 
house, and she got it over with as soon 
as possible, to add:
“And you were telling me a few days 
ago that you had a married sister liv­
ing down near Bayshore and that you 
might spend a month there this sum­
mer?”
“Yes?”
"Well, papa has rented a cottage 
down there, and we are all to go down. 
Is that good news?”
“But if I can’t see you?”
“Oh, but you can—that is, you can 
after awhile. That is”—
“That is what?”
“That Is, If you save father’s life. 
Fathers are always grateful when their 
lives have been saved, aren’t  they?” 
And then Miss Elsie lowered her 
voice still another key and told a lit­
tle story, and even if the other girl 
had been listening with both ears she 
couldn’t have caught a word.
Judge Talbot’s sole reason for want­
ing a cottage at Bayshore was that 
he had suddenly got It into his head 
that he wanted to paddle a canoe. 
Now, the judge weighed 200 pounds, 
and he could not swim, but there is 
no accounting for a man’s fads. He 
had been neither encouraged nor dis­
couraged at home, but after that talk 
in the studio Miss Elsie began to take 
a fervid Interest in his fad. She went 
with him to see canoes. She offered to 
get his paddles hand painted. She 
held up visions of him skimming over 
Long Island sound in the dusk of 
evening in search of Hiawatha. All 
this, but not another word about the 
artist.
At last Judge Talbot and wife and 
daughter were installed in their cot­
tage at the shore. A birch bark canoe 
rested on the sands near by. Will Gra­
ham, too, had taken up his abode at 
his sister’s, half a mile down the shore, 
with a skiff drawn up on the beach 
ready for an emergency.
Judge Talbot never had known what 
fear was until he had that canoe ready 
'to launch. He made ready five differ­
ent times before he gave it a trial, and 
five different times his daughter hung 
a white rag on a bush as a signal. 
'Then the judge grew desperate. He 
ridiculed himself and called himself a 
coward and marched forth to do or 
die. He took his practice cruise in the 
mouth of a creek. How he got from 
the canoe to the bottom of the creek 
lie never could explain, but the feat
was accomplished. It was worked suc­
cessfully three times in one day. On 
the fourth trial he remained in the 
canoe, much to his own surprise.
Wherein the birch bark or any other 
sort of canoe deceives everybody but 
an Indian is in giving the canoeist con­
fidence too soon. The judge reasoned, 
like many another, that because the 
little barkie had ceased to play circus 
it had decided to be good, and he re­
fused to believe that an ambush had 
been prepared for him.
The sun was going down on the sec­
ond day after the first capsize when 
he made ready to enjoy the pleasures 
he had long anticipated. The swallows 
were flying homeward, the whippoor­
wills putting in their best licks, and 
the spirits of a dozen Indian maidens 
seemed to be hovering over the waters 
and bidding him come. As he was 
getting ready the white rag was hung 
on the bush for tjie last time, and as 
he was gently pushed from shore by 
his daughter’s hands a long, rakish 
craft took to the water half a mile 
below.
I t took the judge five minutes to as­
certain whether he was frightened or 
exultant. It took him three more to 
decide whether to use the paddle or 
wait for a steamboat to come along and 
tow him back to shore. He finally 
lifted the paddle and made a stroke. 
One was sufficient. The canoe had 
been waiting for it. I t turned bottom 
up like a flash, and there were screams 
from the shore. There were also shouts 
from the man in the rakish craft. It 
arrived just as the judge’s head ap­
peared above the surface. He sput­
tered and coughed and gasped, but he 
was not to be cut down in his prime. 
A hand reached forth and clutched his 
hair, and, with the other hand using an 
oar, the rescuer towed the victim to 
the beach.
By and by, when the canoeist could 
talk, he expressed his gratitude in 
words that came from a wet but grate­
ful heart. All at once he remembered 
to ask for the name of his preserver. 
Miss Elsie took it upon herself to re­
ply:
“Father, this is Mr. Graham, the art­
ist. Wasn’t  it splendid that he hap­
pened to be so near at hand?”
The judge turned and went into the 
bungalow and sat down to think. He 
was thinking for twenty minutes; then 
his judicial opinion was ready, and he 
came out and delivered i t
“Yes, it was very splendid and very 
singular that he happened along just 
then. Smart couple, you two! What 
sort of a conspiracy would you have 
put up if I hadn’t been idiot enough to 
buy that canoe? Well, I suppose I 
must let the case go to the jury.”
And, that there might be no further 
interference, he took himself off to 
await the verdict of the young people.
A Real Phenomenon.
One Of the hobbies of the old school 
of negro preachers is long words— 
words that roll out of their mouths 
melodiously and that ring with incom­
prehensibility to their congregation, 
and the more incomprehensible they 
are the greater is the effect on the 
average darky.
Preacher Jones had devoted an extra 
long session to a study of Webster 
during the week, hunting for some 
particularly strong “soul movers,” and 
his sermon the following Sunday bore 
eloquent fruit of his labor. I t  was 
simply “loaded to the guards” with sin 
twisting jawbreakers. One word seem­
ed to have appealed to him particu­
larly, the word “phenomenon,” and he 
bore down on it hard and often. Br’er 
Johnson was moved; he wanted light. 
What did the word “phenomenon” 
mean? The old preacher had forgotten 
what it really did mean, so he said 
he would tell him the following Sun­
day, and this was his definition:
“Now, Br’er Johnson, ef yo’ see a 
bird a-settin’ on a thistle an’ a-singin’— 
why, that ’ar aih’t  no phenomenon, an’ 
if yo’ see a cow eatin’ grass that thar 
ain’t no phenomenon; but, Br’er John­
son, ef yo’ should see a cow settin’ on 
a thistle a-singin’ like a bird—why, 
that thar would be a phenomenon. 
An’ now, Br’er Johnson, your imperti­
nent question has been explationated.” 
—New York Times.
Queen Wilhelmina as Peacemaker.
A pretty little story comes from The 
Hague of one occasion on which 
Queen Wilhelmina acted as peace­
maker. The late king of Holland was, 
as is well known, a man of ungovern­
able temper, and when • he was an­
noyed over anything it was quite use­
less to attempt to argue with him. On 
one occasion he was very angry over 
the manner in which one of the Dutch 
newspapers had criticised his actions. 
He refused to see his ministers and 
stamped up and down a corridor a t his 
palace, storming and gesticulating, as 
was his wont.
The cabinet was becoming desperate 
since some important papers demand­
ed his immediate attention. It was left 
to one of the ladies of the court to 
solve the difficulty. She sent little 
Princess Wilhelmina, then about five 
years old. into the corridor to meet 
her father. She watched him for a 
moment unnoticed and then imitated 
his actions, stamping backward and 
forward, with her fists tightly clinched. |
His majesty caught sight of her and ' 
was unable to help laughing as he ! 
paused to watch her. Half an hour 
later the premier found the king seat­
ed on the floor playing contentedly 
with his little daughter, to whom he j 
was devotedly attached, and quite un­
ruffled.—Dundee Advertiser.
Synonymous.
“You used to say I was the light of 
your life.” says the unhappy wife, 
“but now you never speak unless it is 
to kick about my bills.”
“Well.” growls the brutal husband, 
“it amounts to the same thing. I’m 
simply kicking about the gas bills.”— 
Chicago Post.
TOM WISE'S TALENT
It Comes Late, But Good When 
It Arrives—Mr. Wise 
as an Author. /
“If it had uot been for the honesty 
of a certain well known and success­
ful playwright, ‘A Gentleman From 
Mississippi’ would have been sola for 
$200 and Thomas A. Wise never known 
kp its author.”
This statement made by William A. 
Brady on a recent trip from New York 
to Philadelphia developed into the 
forerunner of as remarkable story as 
the stage has furnished in many a 
day. “A Gentleman From Mississippi,” 
it will be remembered, ran for a whole 
year in New York at the Bijou theater, 
and during this time five road com­
panies were playing the comedy in all 
parts of the United States under the 
management of Brady.
“Tom had been on the stage for 
fifty years,” Brady continued, 'and 
never once had tried to do anything 
but act. Perhaps it was because he 
was so successful as a 'heavy' come­
dian (he has Taft beaten by a ton or 
so, you know) that Tom never thought 
of doing anything else. But one day 
two years ago he was stricken for the 
second time with pneumonia. The doc­
tors said he couldn’t  live a week.
“But Tom didn’t have enough money 
just then to be able to afford to die— 
and leave his wife without his sup­
port. So he amazed the physicians by- 
rallying and getting well. It was the 
first day that he came out of his fever 
and delirium that he surprised his 
nurse by asking tor a pad and pencil
TOM  Wlbfc..
His band was so shaky, Mrs. Wise had 
to help him guide the pencil. But he 
managed to put down on one sheet 
of paper the rough outline of an idea 
that had come to him with his return 
to consciousness, it was the birth of 
one of the greatest American comedies 
this country has ever produced.
“A year later I managed to get hold 
of that original sheet of paper. It is 
perhaps the most remarkable play 
document in existence, considering the 
conditions under which it was written; 
Its brevity and the fact that the fin­
ished play follows its lines almost lit­
erally.”
Brady produced the hardly legible, 
lead pencil scrawl, which reads as 
follows:
‘'Honest old man from Mississippi, 
who has never been in politics, is 
elected United States senator. Comes 
to Washington. Stops at old fashioned 
hotel. Is Interviewed by young re­
porter who is familiar with all the 
tricks and intrigues of Washington 
life. Old man takes an immediate lik­
ing for boy. Engages him for his sec­
retary. The latter writes all the old 
man’s speeches. In fact he is really 
the senator. Old man spends his time 
telling stories and taking life easy. 
Till Act 3—when he is aroused. Then 
he decides to do his own fighting. Con­
fronts the grafting senators and wins 
out. Secretary in love with senator’s 
daughter. Washington widow In love 
with senator. Title of play ‘A Gentle­
man From Mississippi.’ Acts 2 and 4 
committee room in capitol.”
“Not much of a play in that shape, 
is it?” asked Brady, with a smile. 
“And it would never have been any­
thing more if it hadn’t been for Mrs. 
Wise. After Tom recovered far enough 
to be able to get out onto the street 
and while he was looking for an en 
gagement Mrs. Wise kept at him to 
put “A Gentleman From Mississippi” 
into a complete scenario. Finally he 
did it; but he stopped short at the 
end of act 3. He had built up a sit­
uation in which his old man from Mis­
sissippi declared in the last line of 
that act that he had no idea how he 
was going to extricate himself. And 
the funny part was that Wise couldn’t 
for the life of him discover any way 
out.
“So one day in December. 1907, he 
took the unfinished scenario to a cer­
tain very successful playwright and | 
asked him if he would give $200 for 
the manuscript as it stood-. When the 
playwright read it he told Wise “A 
Gentleman From Mississippi” would 
be the biggest money maker ever put | 
on the stage and advised him to finish 
the scenario.
“Tom went home and worked 
eighteen hours without stopping. At 
the end of that time he had all his 
difficulties straightened out and the 
scenario finished. But before he could
do anything more with it an engage­
ment to appear in a musical comedy 
was offered to him—and he forgot the 
play as a real engagement and real 
money presented themselves.
“The engagement took him to Chi­
cago, and there he stayed until May 
without a thought of his scenario. But 
again Mrs. Wise- came to the front. 
She learned that Harrison Rhodes, the 
novelist, was In Chicago, and she went 
to him with a request that he hear her 
husband’s play. It was her eamest- 
tiess more than any idea that Rhodes 
had that Wise’s scenario was meritor­
ious that induced him to grant the re­
quest, and a few nights later he visited 
the hotel where the comedian was 
stopping.
“Meantime Tom had written a sec­
ond scenario, which he had called “An 
Old New Yorker.” He asked Rhodes 
which one he would rather hear first. 
Rhodes chose “A Gentleman From 
Mississippi,” saying it would be better 
to get rid of the one farthest away 
from New York first. But after Wise 
had finished reading that scenario 
Rhodes forgot all about the second 
one. He told the actor enthusiastically 
that here was the biggest comedy of 
a decade—in the making. . And he 
agreed to help make it.
“The two men worked night and 
day fur four weeks building the play. 
At the end of that time the Chicago 
engagement in which Wise had been 
playing came to and end, and within - 
twenty-four hours he was in my New 
York offices.
“ ‘Got a play here you might like to 
read, Bill,’ he told me, with a grin. I 
didn’t  think any more than all the 
rest of the men who have known Wise 
for a quarter of a century would have 
thought that Tom could write a play. 
Everyone always thought him a great 
big, natural comedian. But I took the 
manuscript home with me and started 
to  read it that night. I didn’t go to 
bed at all. I read it through three 
times. Then I put in several hours 
studying out every detail of the pro­
duction. The next morning when Tom 
came in to say hello I told him I 
would produce his play. He could 
hardly believe it. He wasn’t  sure it 
was really good even then.
"When ‘A Gentleman From Miss’s- 
sippl’ opened at the Bijou theater in 
September, 1908, it took that first 
night audience off its feet. And after 
the show a score of critics and friends 
rushed around to the stage to offer 
congratulations to the heavy weight 
star. One critic, who is known from 
one end of the country to the o^her 
for his sarcastic reviews, asked Wise 
if the play were his first effort as a 
playwright.
“ ‘No,’ answered the big comedian, 
with a smile. ‘It’s my last.’
“But events proved that Tom did 
not know whereof he spoke. After the 
play had been running six months to 
packed houses and I had started five 
other companies In ‘A Gentleman From 
Mississippi’ out on the road it sud­
denly occurred to Rhodes that he had 
never heard that second scenario 
called ‘An Old New Yorker/’ Tom had 
lost the scenario when the novelist 
questioned him about it. But again 
Mrs. Wise came to the front. She had
Y O U R  W I F E
can be named as one of the 
executors of your estate anc 
the Norristown Trust Com­
pany the other.
She would then be relievec 
of irksome details; wouk 
| have voice in all matters anc 
the assistance of experiencec 
business men.
The liabilities of this Insti­
tution can in no way affect 
your estate, yet full protec­
tion is offered in its Capital, 
Surplus and Profits.
Norristown Trust Co.
DeKalb and Main Sts.




Garden and Flower Seeds
GarderiTools
OF A L L  K INDS.
Poultry and Fence Wire.
TM.H.B0njaminCo.
Jobbers and Retailers of HARDWARE, 
PAINTS, TOOL8, AND 
MILL SUPPLIES.
N o. 2 0 5  Bridge St.,
P H O S H I tV IU E , PA.






carefully saved the lead pencil manu­
script out of a waste basket where 
her good-natured husband had dropped 
it absent-mindedly.
“Tom never thought any more of 
this second play than he had of the 
first. But Rhodes, after he had read 
it, declared it was every bit as big 
and human as ‘A Gentleman From 
Mississ’ppi.’ And Tom, still protesting, 
agreed to collaborate again with 
Rhodes.
“The finished manuscript came into 
my hands three months ago. To my 
way of thinking ‘An Old New Yorker’ 
is one of the most exquisite pieces of 
sentiment and romance I have ever 
read. Nat C. Goodwin is equally en 
thusiastic about it, and he is to appear 
in it in the spring. It is the first time 
so far as I know that one star has 
written a play for another star. But 
Tom Wise has said he would rather 
see Goodwin make a hit in ‘An Old 
New Yorker’ than to make a hit him­
self. They are old time friends, you 
see.”
“A Gentleman From Mississippi,” 
with Wise in the title role and the 
original New York company, includ­
ing Douglas Fairbanks as the news­
paper reporter, will begin a brief en­
gagement at the Walnut Street thea­
ter, beginning Jan. 3.
T he o ld  stan d  Is h ea d q u a rters  
lor  th e  la te s t  sp e c ia lt ie s  and  
n o v e ltie s  to  a ttra c t and  p le a se  
h o lid ay  buyers and g ift g iv ers  >
Japanese W a r e :
Nut Bowls, Bon-bon and Salad Dishes, 
Chocalate Sets, and so forth, direct from 
Japan in original packages.
Water Sets In Colonial Glassware
Parlor Lamps, Umbrella Stands, Fancy 
Dressing Sets, Cult, Collar, and Glove 
Boxes, Ladies7 and Gents7 Initial Hand­
kerchiefs, Silk Mufflers, Umbrellas, Ladies7 
Fur Collars and Muff Sets.
Large Assortment of Toys
For Girls and Boys. Sleds, Express 
Wagons, &c.
F ru its in  sea so n . C hoice A ssort­
m en t o f  C andies, Hints, <&c.
Good things and gifts to please every­
body, old and young, at the right prices. 
In doing your holiday buying remember 
the old stand.
E. Gr. Brownback’s Store,
TRAPPE, PA.
< y KT VOUK P o s te r . I'r im  « 
* 'v  th e  V n d cn e v M fe m t O O .
FRANK W. SHALK0P,
(Successor to John S. Kepler,)
Undertaker ** Embalmer
T R A P P E , P A . -:
I will have the assistance of Daniel Shuler, 
an undertaker of many years’ experience, 
and shall spare no effort to meet the fullest 
expectations of those who will entrust me to 
serve them.
! fed “Will meet trains at all Stations. Or 
ders received by telephone or telegraph. -25
fifey’” Sales advertised in the I n d e ­
p e n d e n t  are sure to attract the 
presence of bidders aDd buyers. 
You can let all tbe people know 
wbat you have to sell by adver­
tising.
Need not be 
connected to 
Waterworks
The same water is used over 
and over again to operate
Hot Water and 
Steam Systems
Only a few gallons need to 







ONE OF T H E VERY 
BEST BOILERS O S  
T H E  MARKET.
The undersigned will furnish and erect 
IDEAL BOILERS and guarantee satis­
faction. Will also furnish and erect the 
FREED BOILERS — excellent steam 
makers, safe, and satisfactory—manufact­
ured by the 8team Fitters’ Heater Company 
of Collegevllle. Windmills furnished and 
erected, Hand Pumps supplied and placed, 
and all kinds of Steam Fitting and Plumb­
ing done at reasonable prlcee.
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§  5 n I
MISTAKE I§
In making your purchases at 
FENTON’S STORE. Years of 
experience enables the proprietor 
to know just what to buy, how 
to buy, and bow to sell the thou­
sand and more articles kept In 





In DRY GOODS, GROCER­
IES, DRIED FRUIT8, CANNED 
GOODS, or In any department of 
the big store on the corner you 
will find what you want at the 
right price.
Ready-made Pantaloons and 
Overalls, Overshoes, and Freed’s 
Boots and Shoes are among the 
specialties.

















W. P. PE5T0J, 1i f
CO LLE O E Y ILLE . PA. | f
T H E  OLD S T A N D
E sta b lish ed  - 1875.
Choice Bread
AND
C a k e s
IN VARIETY.
Full assortment of Cakes and Confection­
ery always on hand. Ice Cream and Water 







F R E E  OF CHARGE.
I will pay $1.00 for Dead Horsee and 
$1.00 for Dead Cows.
’Phone—Bell, 1I-L.
Geo. W . Schw eiker,
PROVIDENCE N4$(JAKE, PA*
A d vertise  Your K ales in tbe 
I n d ep en d en t.
SHORT STORY AND MISCELLANY. 5
Collegeville Grist Mills.
We have installed another new 80 H. P. water wheel, and with this additional power 
we propose to do our custom work at very short notice. We are also equipped now with a 
powerful Cider Press. We expect to give absolute satisfaction to those who will give us a 
trial this coming apple season.
Headquarters for High Grade Feeds.
We say high-grade feed because we do not see wbat is known as the second-grades of 
Bran, Middlings, etc. Our trade demands the BEST. Our customers, who Include some 
of the beet experienced dairymen, farmers and poultry dealers of the this county, are of the 
opinion that the BEST 18 THE CHEAPEST. Consequently we are governed by their 
opinion O ar S tock  In c lu d es:
MAIZELINE, VICTOR FEED,
WINTER WHEAT BRAN, CORN, OATS, WHEAT,
“ “ MIDDLINGS, COTTON SEED MEAL,
LINSEED MEAL, SHTJMACHER’8 GRAINS FOR CHICKS,
SUCRENE, IDEAL CHICK FEED,
8HUMACHER’8 8TOCK FEED, CHOICE CRACKED CORN,
HEN-E-TA BONE GRIT8.
FLOUR—Topton's Best, Acme, Globe, Cremo, Lily of Valley, and Graham.
SALT FOR ALL PURP08E8.
W  Our prices are POSITIVELY RIGHT. Our feed must give AB80LUTE SATIS­
FACTION. Our aim is to please our customers.




One of Our MODERN
BATH-ROOM OUTFITS 
Consisting of a 5 ft. Porcelain Lined Tub, a one-1 
piece Enameled Washstand, and W ater Closet 
with Golden Oak-Seat, Lid and Tank. All fitted | 
with Nickel-plated Supply and Waste Pipes, | 
complete.
I Guarantee these Fixtures first-class in every 
detail and they will be shipped subject to the ap-1 
proval of the purchaser before payment is required.
F. CLAMER,
COLLEGEVILLE. PA.
To Fit All Heads 
at the Right 
Prices.
Headquarters for the 
I very latest styles in head 
I wear for Men and Boys. 
Bought in large quanti­
ties at the lowest figures, 
the prices are always 




Carriage and Wagon Building,
R ep air in g  o f  a l l  bind!* w ill be 
d on e a t  rea so n a b le  p rices. 
R ubber-T iring a  sp ec ia lty .
HOLD ON THKRK1
Be csrelul cot to place your orders for 
Building or other Lumber until we have had 
> chance to estimate on your wants. We 
sre certain to give you entire satisfaction 
u to the Lumber Itself and Its delivery.
fe  May Saye Yon a Dollar or Two, Also.
Gome and see us.




*  MARBLE MS*
—AND—
I G r a n i t e  o r k s .
Have now on hand for sale: 2 runabout 
wagons, in good order.
1 single phaeton, just remodeled.
1 2-sea ted surrey, cheap.
1 spring wagon, no-top.
Residence and Shop, Cross Key, Corner of 
Ridge Pike. Respectfully yours,
K. H. GRATER,
P. O. Address, Collegeville, Pa. 
Keystone ’Phone.
For Fall and 
Winter Wear
From Pure Worsteds in 
new shades and styles 
that will wear well and 
give satisfaction.
Come and inspect our 
stock.




ST A B L E S. 
TEAMS TO HIRE.
RAILROAD HOUSE,
C O L L E G E V IL L E ,P A .
H, E. BRAHDT, « Proprietor.
W alnut Street and Seventh  
Ave., Royersford, Pa.
M-CLASS work, low prices,
THE B E ST  HARNESS
MADE TO ORDER.
Wa?!' St?ck of harness supplies, saddles, 
*lut« j 00*8* blankets for summer and 
brooms, combs, brushes, dec. 
7 > 1RLNG of  HARNE88 a specialty!
Won ,cboice grade cigars 8pecial atten- to box trade. -
w .  E  J O H N S O N ,
PROVIDENCE SQUARE, PA
K V l * 1 S T O W S  H ER A LD  
J8b r„h *  *  ■ ■ ■ • ■ « * •  W«atn»,
tar si 'ne’ ^er*orat*nK, Paging, Number- 
Book8 <0r and Business
Ottnd ’ ^Yen ®P«clal attention. Magazines 
»na repairing done quickly and 
estimates cheerfully furnished.
When in Norristown, Pa..
STOP AT TH E
R A M B O  H O U S E ,
(Opposite Court House).
---- oOo----
First-elass Aesommodations for Man 
and Beast.
Stabling for 100 horses. Rates reasonable 
Both English and German spoken.
- ....oOo.....
P. K. Cable, Proprietor.
R .  M .  R O O T ,
281 H igh S treet,
P O T T ST O W N , PA.
[When you
buy FURNITURE and HO l ) S E -  
FURNISHING GOODS you want 
the style and qualities you are look­
ing lor and full value for your 
money. Kindly remember that
I The Collegeville 
| Furniture Store
IS THE PLACE TO GET STYLE, 
QUALITY and VALUE; where 
you can save the expense of trips to 
larger towns or the city and fre­
quently some cash besides in paying 
for your purchases. I t is always a 
pleasure to show goods. Our stock 
includes various styles of Furniture, 
Carpets, Mattings, Oil Cloths, and 
Linoleums.
CARPETS CLEANED and RE- 
LAID. REPAIRING and UP­
HOLSTERING ATTENDED TO.
ALK about the trials of a wo­
man whose husband is late 
for dinner or doesn't come 
when he is expected,” says 
the woman who has had experiences: | 
“It is annoying enough at any time. | 
but it Is nothing in a civilized country 
to what it is when you are off in the 
wilds somewhere and dinner and din­
ner getting are two of the most impor­
tant things in life.
“When Mr. Blank took me and the 
baby some years ago to try life on a 
Texas sheep ranch we found there 
were a good many things in the world 
that we had no conception of before, 
and life took on a different aspect. It 
was a happy life, but it was not an 
easy one. I had to do all kinds of 
housework, the hardest kind of house­
work, and copldng in a house situated 
in a Texas chaparral is not cooking as 
It is done even in a New York flat. 
We lived chiefly on game which Mr. 
Blank shot as we needed It. Our veg­
etables were all canned—peas, corn 
and a certain number of things we 
kept alwayr on hand.
“I suppose 1 made myself a great 
deal more work than was necessary 
and did twice as much cooking, but I 
was used to everything In eastern 
style, and it did not occur to me that 
I could have things In any other way. 
We always had dessert every day for 
dinner. I made cake, and practically 
we lived In the wilds of Texas exactly 
as w* could here.
“Well, the day when Mr. Blank did 
not come home to dinner was New 
Year’s. There was not so much differ­
ence between the days -they were all 
working days—but I had prepared a 
special dinner. Mr. Blank was going 
off to the dipping vats, but he was to 
be back at 2 o’clock for dinner, and 1 
prepared a good one. It was rabbit. 1 
think, that day. Our nearest neighbors 
were a family of Alsatians whom we 
knew very well and who had been 
very kind to us. That morning before 
breakfast Mr. Blank had ridden over 
there on business of some kind. They 
had made eggnog to celebrate the day. 
and of coarse he must accept their 
hospitality and take a glass.
“Now, a good strong eggnog ts not 
exactly a before breakfast drink for a 
man who is not accustomed to taking 
It at that hour In the morning, and the 
eggnog was a strong one. It was New 
Year’s day. and eggnog ingredients can 
be found in Texas when potatoes can­
not. When Mr. Blank came home he
YEAR RESOLVE.
JLVY life has been the queerest one 
that ever man has seen.
I do not think in all this world its 
like has ever been.
No matter what I try to do, in spite 
of all my wit,




ID I make any New Year res­
olutions/'’ repeated the bach­
elor girl. “Yes, one. Wans 
to know? Oh, well. 1 don’t 
mind telling you. I’ve made up my 
mind to spend next Christmas differ­
ently.
"1 Intend to make an altogether dif­
ferent disposition of my presents here­
after. The places that knew them 
shall know them no more, and the 
wilderness, where no presents have 
ever been, is going to blossom with 
mine.
"You see. It Is this way: When 1 sac 
down to think It all over—the worry 
and fuss and the money I spent- I 
eame to the conclusion that, outside 
of the nearest and dearest. 1 gave only 
three or four gifts that were really 
worth while—that Is, that gave ine any 
actual happiness to give and brought 
real Joy to others.
“These three or four were the things 








" ^ « H e« » rT h *  Independent. 
p AGE8, 52 N ob. ,  ONE DOLLAR
Patents
T r a d e  M a r k s  
D e s ig n s
-------  C o p y r ig h t s  A c.
Anyone sending a sketch and description may Mulckly ascertain our opinion free whether an 
invention is probably patentable. Communica* 
ttons strictly confidential. HANDBOOK on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents.
Patents taken through Munn A Co. receive 
special notice without charge, in theScientific American.
A handsomely Illustrated weekly. Largest cir­
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $8 a  
year; four months, |L  Sold by all newsdealers.MUNN & Co. 361 Broadway, Y0f|(
Branch Office. 626 F 8t„ Washington, D. C.
All kinds of Job Print­
ing tastefully executed at the 
Independent Office at reasona­




Orders entrusted to my charge will 





J®*Tbe Independent’s eight pages 
contain local and general news,agri­
cultural notes, short stories and 
interesting miscellaneous reading 
matter. A copy every week for 52 
weeks, $1.00.
H E  MANAGED TO CRAW L UP.
could not eat his breakfast and only 
took a few swallows of coffee and 
mounted his horse and rode away.
"I went to work and cooked dinner 
in my best style. I had a little oil 
stove, for It was always warm where 
we were, except when a norther came 
up. Everything was done to perfec­
tion and ready to put’ on the table at 
2 o’clock, but Mr. Blank did not come. 
I looked out, but be was nowhere in 
sight Two o’clock passed. 2:30, 3 
o’clock, and still be did not come.
“Any one would have supposed that 
I would have been frightened and 
think something bad happened to him. 
for he Is one of the most considerate 
of men and this was a most unusual 
occurrence. But I was not frightened. 
If anything bad happened probably 
the men would have brought me word.
I had a good dinner prepared, and he 
did not come, and on New Year's day.
I grew more and more angry as the 
time passed, until by night I was hard­
ly In a condition to speak. By arid by 
he rode up. He seemed to feel my 
mood. Anyway, bis first words were:
“ ‘I suppose you are provoked'
“ 'Yes.' I said. ‘I am.'
“He was angry then, and he went 
off to stake out his horse without an­
other word. It didn't last long, how­
ever. and we came to an understand­
ing
"It 'seems that that eggnog, taken 
the first thing in the morning, had 
been too much for him. He had hard­
ly left the bouse before be was over­
come with an Irresistible desire to 
sleep. He says be never knew how he 
reached the dipping vats, for he slept 
most of the way on his horse’s back. 
When he got there he found Working 
was simply an Impossibility. The men 
had a little shanty, and he managed 
to crawl up there, throw himself on 
the floor, and there he slept all day 
long without stirring until night, when 
he had slept off the effects of the egg­
nog.
“I do not look upon eggnog now as
“ I  MAKE T H E  W IT T IE ST  R E M A K E S."
If I  sit down to write a verse that’s 
brimming’ o’er with glee 
It tarns ont to be serious, though 
why I cannot see,
And if, upon the other hand, my 
mnsings would be sad 
My readers read it and they smile 
as if it made them glad.
^ V H E N E ’EB I meet a woman who 
* ”  is bright enough for kings 
And try to talk I cannot think of 
aught but stnpid things,
But when I have a vis-a-vis at din­
ner dull and slow
I make the wittiest remarks, though 
she would never know.
When I was but a baby I had not a 
baby face.
I  looked the most all knowing kid 
of an all knowing race,
But as I neared maturity a change 
came over that.
And now I look as innocent as any 
pussy cat. ,
A  ND people, when they see me 
* *  anywhere, are not impressed 
j With the idea that I ’ve a mind 
that’s different from the rest 
j Of ordinary minds they meet, wher­
ever they may be.
; But that is not the thing that’s 
most distressing unto me. 
i The thing I hate the most in all my 
weary span of life 
Has happened to me since I wed my 
tender little wife.
She’s tender, and she’s pretty; but, 
by jingo, in my house 
She rules the whole establishment 
whilst I’m nixeumarouse.
XT 0W, why is it, I wonder—what 
* 0 accursed freak of fate
Has settled me in this extremely 
mortifying state?
Why is it that, whate’er I try to do, 
despite my wit,
The thing that truly happens is its 
very opposite ?
“OH, WELL, 1 DON’T MIND TELI.ING VOU.“
whom, but they were people who sad­
ly needed them, who ditln t espo-t 
them and who couldn't make any re­
turn except a broken gratitude time 
hurt you to listen to.
“Why, no, certainly I’m not crying.'’ 
and the bachelor girl smiled dashingly 
through moist eyes “Bui I don't mind 
telling you It was the happiest pari if 
my Christmas. And hereafter th o se  
are the sort of people I’m going to g iv e  
to.
“I think I shall write a jolly litue 
note to each of the relatives and friends 
with whom I usually exchange pres­
ents. 1 shall send these notes long 
enough before Christmas to forestall 
anybody’s buying presents for me.
“In the notes I shall convey m.v best 
love and my Christmas wishes. I shall 
also explain why 1 intend to send no 
present this year—that I purpose mak­
ing all my gifts to those whose om y 
claim upon me is their need. I shall 
add that I am certain they will like 
this original method of disposing of 
their gifts. And i shall further say 
that If they want to make me nap­
py and to enjoy the joliiest kind nf 
Christmas themselves they will piease. 
take the money they had Intended to 
spend on me aud do likewise w ith it. 
In this way every dollar we give will 
be well spent and make som ebody  
really glad
"So that’s my New Year resolve. Un­
selfish? That’s all you know ' i ne 
bachelor girl laughed “It's horribly 
selfish. Didn’t I tell you I was go in g  
to do It merely because It made me 
happier?”—Philadelphia Bulletin.
SHE RULES THE WHOLE ESTABLISHMENT.
There’s but one remedy for me, and 
now that it is here,
This very first of all the days of all 
the glad new year,
I’m going to try it; I ’ll swear off 
essaying for to do 
The things I think I ought to and 
try what I oughtn't to.
—Harper’s Bazar.
An Echo of Tennyson.
'Rins out, wild bells!" a  poet sang.
---------- -------- - i -------— o  -'*■• : "R in g  o f f '"  w as h issed  in to  h is tee th .
such an innocuous drink as I did atone I ••Those sam e wild beiis th e  poet ra n g  
time, and I know there was never a W ho wore old A lb ion 's laurel w re a th ."  
wife, who lived through such a long T he poet paused  him  in h is pa th , 
day as I did waiting for Mr. Blank to ■ Q uite  an g e red  a t  th e  sudden  check , 
come home that New Year’s day lu i 'lHL.ring those hells •' he sa id  in w ra th . 
Texas.”—New York Times. | ^  €lBe 1U ring your
MARRYING EN MASSE.
Curious New Year’s Custom of Plou- 
gastels of Brittany.
Some curious and distinctive mar­
riage customs prevail among the i’lou- 
gastels. a strange race of people 
(thought by some to be of Asiatic nfi- 
gim inhabiting Plougastel Daomas. in 
Brittany, who are great strawberry 
growers. They* are also noted for in­
termarrying exclusively with eacU otb- 
er. The alliances, which are engineered 
by an intermediary known as the ims- 
ralaine, all ta k e . place on one day, 
usually tbe first Tuesday of the new 
year. The basralalnes start their cam­
paign in September as soon as the bar- 
vest is gathered in. demanding on be­
half of tbe intending bridegroom tbe 
band of bis bride elect.
The courtship is then authorized and 
proceeds with ardor during the dark 
months which follow. Last year twen­
ty-three couples were married in the 
parish church on Jan. 8.
After the ceremony come dancing 
and feasting. The great dinner which 
is served at the numerous inns begins 
at 2 o’clock and lasts well on to mid­
night. The favorite dish is tri|»e. and 
an inordinate quantity of alcohol is 
consumed—one would like to know 
with what results.
The whole place is en fete, and thqre 
are never fewer than 2.000 guests. 
After the orgy the united couples re­
pair to their separate homes. They do 
not take up their joint life until the. 
following evening (after the service 
for the dead and a second feast), when 
they are escorted to the bridal cham­
ber by a large contingent of grooms­
men and bridesmaids, to whom soup 
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A FEW REFLECTIONS.
The march of Time is ceaseless. The 
death of 1909 will mark the close of another 
year and the ushering in of 1910, “only that 
and nothing more.”
In taking a view as far as may be possi­
ble backward into the past or forward into the 
future it becomes obvious that there are no 
concepts more allied to lim itless and incom­
prehensible plentitude than those of Time 
and Space. It is nqne the less true that 
man’s position in Time and Space is limited, 
vea verily; for even the span of a century is 
short, and the time within which the human 
race., has been evolved on the face of this 
planet is relatively brief in comparison with 
the present and the vastly remote period 
when the earth itself was born and took its 
position among the other planets and masses 
revolving about the sun with mathematical 
orderliness.
The past and future are forever linked to 
the present, and, however brief their journey 
from birth to death, responsibilities are none 
the less imposed upon the individuals who 
compose the human race in every clime. E x­
istence means a struggle and every struggle, 
in a rational sense, is related to responsi­
bility. The parents who struggle for them­
selves or their offspring are under the ban 
or feeling of responsibility to themselves, to 
each other, and to their children In mani­
fold and numerously diverse ways does this 
mutual sense of responsibility, or duty, stand 
for very much that is absolutely essential in 
the constructive evolution, and physical, in­
tellectual and moral progress of individuals 
and of the race.
The man who takes to himself the privi­
lege to do as he pleases should convince him­
self to the point of certainty that doing as he 
pleases will inflict no harm or wrong upon 
himself or upon any other individual, for this 
is his responsibility and duty. If by doing 
as he pleases he helps and benefits himself 
and helps and benefits others it is not prob­
able that he will please to do too much.
As the years go by and as one generation 
succeeds another in performing its role in the 
great drama of human life each generation is 
placed under a grave responsibility directly 
to the generation next in succession and in­
directly to all the generations to come. And 
this responsibility will not be shirked or 
evaded by all who sincerely feel it to be their 
sacred duty to help improve human condi­
tions by increasing the sum total of everyday 
good conduct—honesty, truthfulness, justice, 
mercy, charity, happiness; for by such influ­
ences will the earth be made more and more a 
paradise for all the children of men. Those 
who live only for themselves, with no serious 
thought or care for those of the generation to 
come, must forget the debt of gratitude they 
owe to those who have gone before, for the 
goodly, helpful influences passed along to 
them, and which must continue in resulting 
effects upon those to follow, if progress and 
betterment are to be maintained and in­
creased throughout the years and centuries 
yet to come. There is much for all to do in 
discharging the duties and obligations im­
posed by the struggle for earthly existence, 
and all who do their duty well, or approxi­
mately so, will not have lived in vain.
A Happy New Year to a ll!
T h e  fall of snow on Christmas day and 
Sunday following, to the depth of about 
twenty-four inches, resulting in blockaded 
highways and the serious detention of traffic 
on electric and steam railways, brings to 
mind a number of the snow storms and bliz­
zards of past years. On second Christmas, 
1872, 14 inches fell, and the high gales that 
prevailed brought traffic to a standstill. On 
Defember 17-18, 1887, 21 inches of snow fell. 
In the absence of wind the snow fell evenly. 
This was followed in March 11 and 12 of the 
year 1888 by the memorable blizzard. The 
fall of snow was only 7 inches, but the hurri­
cane-like winds piled the snow in great heaps. 
There were drifts 10, 15 and 20 feet deep. 
Snow began falling shortly after midnight of 
Sunday, March 11, and during the night 7
inches fell. The snow ceased falling on Sun­
day night and was succeeded by high winds 
which increased to a gale. All day Monday 
the mercury'stood at 8 degrees above. The 
fierce gale made outdoor life unendurable. 
On Friday, February 8, 1895, a storm of bliz­
zard proportions swept this section of the 
country. The average fall of snow was 10 
inches, which was piled up to great drifts by 
the Wild' winds. When the storm subsided 
the mercury dropped to 6 degrees below zero. 
All traffic was badly crippled and the severe 
cold caused much suffering.
P e r h a p s  the most charitable view to 
take of Frederick A. Cook, now evidently 
proven to have been an imposter in the field 
of Arctic exploration, is that he is, and has 
been for an indefinite period, out-of-gear in 
his head. Imposters are usually self-deceived.
Da ir y  and  F ood Co m m issio n er  F aust 
reminds the Philadelphia Record that the bill 
passed by the late Legislature placing doc­
tored alcoholic beverages under the juris­
diction of the Dairy and Food Division had 
failed to become a law. Perhaps the next 
Legislature will be just enough to place a ban 
upon the process of poisoning a part of the 
population of the State.
HISTORICAL REVIEW OF COUNTY POLITICS.
Norristown, December 27, 1909.
F b ie n d  Moser :—Only two tacts as to 1899 need mention 
bere. Under the swing of the lash all but two of the delegates 
to the State Convention from Montgomery county voted 
against that excellent Judge, Dimner Beeber, for Superior 
Court, and helped place in nomination the discredited choice of 
Mayor Ashbridge, Josiah R. Adams, who was soon afterward 
driven from the ticket by certain exposures made by the North 
American, and then committed suicide. Second. Nearly 3000 
Republicans in the county without any sort of 'organization 
voted direct for Creasy for State Treasurer, and placed Barnett 
in a minority of nearly 1000 in the county. About January I, 
1900, A. D. Fetterolf resigned as Resident Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, declaring himself no longer in sympathy with 
the Quay organization. While Dambly still continued chair­
man of the anti-Quay organization in the county, Fetterolf be­
came the real leader of the movement in the county to defeat 
Quay for re-election as U. S. Senator, although he spent much 
time in different counties assisting in the nomination and elec­
tion of Senators and Representatives who could be depended 
on to oppose Quay to the limit, representing in this the Busi­
ness Men’s League. With the exception of writing a few articles 
for the Philadelphia Press at Fetterolf’s request, I took no part 
in the contest of this year for two reasons. I felt sure the big 
majority McKinley was certain to get over Bryan in the epunty 
would pull the Assembly ticket through; there being no coali­
tion opposition ticket and 1 was very much engrossed in the 
great work of saving the school appropriation from the vandal 
hands of Governor Stone, representing in this over half the 
school districts of Montgomery county; and although the 
Supreme Court finally decided that the right given the Governor 
by the Constitution to veto  items in an appropriation bill, 
meant the right to r e d u c e  such items, so much popular senti­
ment bad been aroused by the legal battle against the Governor, 
and in favor of keeping the 15,500.00 appropriation intact, that 
the incoming Legislature was compelled to pass another act re­
storing the $1,000,000 the Governor bad lopped, off, one of the 
very few decent things the very much discredited Legislature of 
1901 accomplished. Eminent lawyers declared the decision ab­
surd, saying the court might as well declare “two plus two to 
be five.” Whether the decision be founded on good sense or not 
it is the law of the State, and has had the mischievous effect of 
destroying representative government on the question of appro­
priations, and made the Governor a monarch in this regard 
limited only by the fact that be may not increase, but may de­
crease at will. The Members and Senators still keep up the 
farce of visiting institutions applying for aid, to decide on what 
they should have,’, but in fact they only go on so many junketing 
tours, having no longer any responsibility in the matter, as the 
Governor slashes at will.. The whole thing has become a 
scandal and to serve party favorites, the Legislature grants 
appropriations absurdly high having no sense of responsibility, 
and the Governor whether he ^ants to or not, must reduce in 
order to safeguard the State Treasury. This state of affairs we 
owe to the Supreme Court. At the convention in the Fall Hol­
land nominated Barker, Murphy, McGlathery, Haldeman and 
Debaven fo^ Assembly, and at a splendid convention of anti-. 
Quay Republicans in which nearly every district was' repre­
sented Captain Fetterolf, A. B. Miller, Jesse S. Kriebel, Jason 
Sexton and Philip Jones were placed on the Honest Government 
ticket for Assembly. The Democrats nominated a full ticket, 
refusing fusion in a year when it was bound to be successful’ 
grasping for all and securing nothing. Holland was very pessi­
mistic ab,out success when the issue was finally joined, and 
asked Solly whether he thought the anti-Quay ticket would 
secure as many votes as in 1898. “Yes,” says Solly, “twice as 
many.” “Then,” says Holland, “ we might as well tell Quay to 
expect nothing from Montgomery.” “Not. so,” said the astute 
chairman, “ the key to the situation lies in McKinley’s majority, 
if that goes over 5000 the Assembly ticket is elected; the thing 
to do is to get out the full Republican vote, let them vote as 
they please on Assembly and you are' safe.” When some of Hol­
land’s over-zealous friends would sometimes object to Solly as 
Chairman, as not being in full sympathy with the ruling spirit, 
Holland would reply: “Whether Solly has any part (and he 
seldom had) in making the ticket or not, as chairman he works 
like a Trojan to elect it, and the spirit of independence be some­
times shows rather tends to disarm the opposition, neutralizeit, 
or bring it over to'us. Solly is all right.” Solly was right in 
his theory. Capable general as he was, he got out the vote, 
drove McKinley’s majority up near to 6000, and saved the 
Assembly ticket by about 1000. Fetterolf and his associates 
received nearly 5000 votes, and if fusion bad been effected, with 
three Democrats and two Independent Republicans, all five 
would have been elected, the combined vote being about 4000 
over the regular ticket and it is unbelievable that 4500 or even 
half that number of votes would have been lost to the coalition 
ticket. Success this year in this county would have worked a 
political revolution in the State, as Quay organized the House 
with only one vote and upon bis success in organizing the 
House depended bis re-election as U. S. Senator. I was present 
at Harrisburg when Barker, McGlathery, Murphy and Dehaven 
(Haldeman being home, sick) made four of the 100 that voted 
for Marshall for Speaker, six renegade Democrats swelling bis 
supporters that many, as against 99 Independent Republicans 
and Democrats that voted for General Koontz, and could not 
help thinking that if wiser counsels had prevailed in Mont* 
gomery county, and the Democrats bere bad not been of so 
grasping a disposition (for which rapacity they received their 
due punishment) the vote would stand 96 for Marshall and 104 
for Koontz, and that would have been the death knell for 
Quayism. “Tall oaks from little acorns grow.” Later a t­
tempts a t Fusion did not have near such a chance as in 1900, 
nor did snch vast interests center in them. C. T. K.
LAND PROBE TO 
BE THOROUGH
Both Sides to Hate Chance to 
Present Evidence.
KELSON FOR CHAIRMAN
Minnesota Senator Is Acceptable to 
Both Sides to Controversy—Presi­
dent Taft Anxious to Avoid Snap 
Judgment.
Washington, Dec. 29.—Because of 
the important political bearings of the 
Ballinger-Pinchot investigation, both 
sides are to be given the fullest op­
portunities to present every particle 
of evidence which may have a bear­
ing upon the charges. This is the 
earnest desire of the president, who 
has communicated his views to a num­
ber of senate and house leaders this 
week. He realizes that it is his ad­
ministration that will be on trial, and 
not the secretary of the interior, and 
he wants nothing done by the commit­
tee of investigation that will make it 
possible for men to say, after the ver­
dict has been rendered, that snap 
judgment was taken. The president’s 
desire will be respected by the com­
mittee, when appointed..
The best judges of the situation are 
now saying that it will take several 
weeks for all the evidence to be sub­
mitted. After this the committee will 
probably be several weeks sifting and 
arranging the testimony and reaching 
a verdict The utmost deliberation is 
to be taken, since this is the long ses­
sion of congress, and a decision is not 
expected before the last of March.
It is realized that it will be almost 
impossible for any committee to be 
appointed that will be entirely accept­
able to both sides of the controversy. 
The only man likely to be a member 
of the committee, on whom everybody 
is united, is Senator Nelson, of Min­
nesota, whose rugged honesty, untir­
ing industry and well-known fair- 
mindedness are conceded by all. It Is 
well known that he has formed no 
judgment as to the case, and that his 
place as chairman of the public lands 
committee of the senate has given him 
a fund of Information bearing on the 
Ballinger charges that will work In 
the interest of a true verdict.
Senator Nelson is not seeking a 
place on the committee of investiga­
tion; on the contrary, he would be 
pleased to be left off; but, as he said, 
he realizes that the investigation will 
be very important in its bearings, po­
litical and otherwise, and that the Re­
publican party is directly interested in 
having the work done.thqroughly and 
honestly. But he adds: "Please say 
that I am not a candidate for appoint­
ment, and that I shall be glad if the 
committee as finally made up does not 
contain my name.”
Should Senator Nelson be a member 
of the committee he will probably be 
its chairman, and some complimen­
tary remarks are being made about 
him in connection with this place.
GEN. JOHN A. WILEY 
PASSES AWAY
Best Known Military Mao in 
Pennsylvania Succumbs.
Franklin, Pa., Dec. 29. — General 
John A. Wiley, one of the best known 
military men in the state, died at his 
home here, aged sixty-six years. His 
death was due to intestinal nephritis, 
or inflammation of the kidneys, and 
complications.
He had been critically ill for four 
months, hut did not realize how seri­
ous his conditions was until he con­
sulted a physician, when relaxation 
followed his retirement from the Na­
tional Guard in August. His case was 
hopeless from the first.
General Wiley’s life was spent in 
and for Pennsylvania. He was regard­
ed as one of the state’s most distin­
guished military men, having a record 
of four years’ service in the Civil War, 
nine months in the Spanish-American 
War and nearly forty years in the Na­
tional Guard.
FIRE DESTROYS TOWN
All the Buildings In Basehlll, N. C., 
Burned— Much Suffering.
Raleigh, N. C., Dec. 29—The town 
of Basehlll, N. C., was entirely de­
stroyed by a fire which wiped out 
thirty-one business houses and prac­
tically all the dw9Bng houses. The 
bank building was burned, but the val­
uable papers were saved. The total 
loss In execs'- of the amount of Insur­
ance Is estimated a t $50,000.
• Many families were turned out of 
their homes during the most severe 
weather of the year, and there is much 
suffering.
Starves to Death a t 80.
New York, Dec. 29.—A white-beard­
ed man, eighty years old, crept ap­
pealingly Into a lunch room on Sev­
enth avenue and asked for bread. A 
plate of hot soup was brought, but the 
stranger had barely picked up the 
spoon when he fell backward to the 
floor, dead from starvation.
A L L
----- .A.T
G rR EA TLY
OUR CARPET DEPARTMENT IS FILLED  
W ITH THE BEST OF
Rug’s, Brussels, Administer 
and Velvet Carpets
OF NEWEST DESIGNS.
Special Bargains A LACEYCURTAINS.
3 $rendlinger’s.
+ J O R B I S T O W H .  PA.
Idle
Dollars
Are good only for their face value. 
Dollars at work earning interest are 
servants making more dollars. Put 
your idle money to work and keep it 
busy. The
Wh e w  y o u  w a n t  t o  b u tOK NELL REAL ESTATE 
it is an easy matter to inquire of us and 
we will certainly be pleased to give your 
inquiry immediate attention. If we don’t 
succeed in doing business with you the 
loss is ours, not yours.
BROWN, CLOUD & JOHNSON,
39 E. Main Street,
Norristown, P*.
C o llep ie  National Bant,
Safe, conservative, and with a stead­
ily growing volume of business affords 
you the opportunity te keep your 
dimes and dollars hustling and in­
creasing your income.
3 PER CENT, paid on Time De 
posits.
2 PER CENT, on Active Accounts.
This bank appreciates the favors 
of its patrons and persists in giving 
tbe best service to all.
C hristm as
Gifts.
I t will do you good to just come in bere 
and see tbe variety ingifts that we offer 
at reasonable prices. You will find us very 
helpful in solving all gift problems.
DIAMONDS, : IN RINGS,
$5.00 to $350.00,
Watches, Gold Clocks, Sterling and 
Plated Silverware, Gold Bracelets, Gold 
Cbains, Lockets and Pendants. Sterling 
Silver Buckles. Hawke’s Cut Glass—is 
cut from solid blank. Every price. WE 
ARE READY FOR YOU 1 A small de­




16 E. Main Street,
N O R R IST O W N .
Open every evening until Christmas.
K uhnFs Bakery,
C o lieg ev llle , F a. 
First - C lass Bread,
Cakes, P ies, 
Candies, Etc.
ICE CREAM—ALL FLAVORS. I am 
thankful to the public for patronage re­




P O T T ST O W N , P E N N ’A
Manufacturer and D ealer in All 
Kinds of AM ERICAN and 
FOREIGN
Also Old Granite Work Gleaned 
to Look Like New.
Special attention given to cleaning 
Granite Monuments, Tablets, Copings and 
all kinds of cemetery work no matter of 
how long standing or how badly discol­
ored. Will guarantee to restore them to 
their original brightness without Injuring 
the Granite.
A d vertlse^ V ou r Nali*. •“ the  
I n d r p s m li ’ iK .
AMATEUR
OR EXPERT
W H ICH  WILL, EXECUTE 
YOUR W ILL?
Your b est fr ien d  h a s never 
d on e  i t  b efore---w e h a v e  made 




Who have tbe largest Tailor Shop 
in Norristown,
----  HAVE OPENED A ----
Branch Shop in Collegeville
ABOVE POST - OFFICE,
And are  now R eady to
VATE CLOTHING IN A 
FIRST-CLASS 
MANNER.
We do altering, repairing, relining, clean­
ing, pressing, scouring, French dry clean­
ing, and steam dyeing, of all kinds oi 
ladies’ and gents’ clothes a t a very reason­
able rate, and guarantee to do first-claw 
work. We also make suits to order, J® 
the very latest style. Goods called Ior 
and delivered.
A L i r a  BROTHERS, C o llB P ® , B .
P. O. Box, 30. Bell ’Phone, No. 26-A.
Automobile Painting 
and Repairing
AUTOM OBILES TO HIRE. LOT 0** 
C A RRIAG ES fo r  sale at reasonable 
prices, including one new surrey.
. NEW PIANOS of best makes from $1» 
upward. Pianos for rent.
HENRY YOST, JR-, Collegeville, P*-
STOCK OF
Furnishing Goods,
rles, lowest prices. ^
being closed out at great y 
es. j
Barrett *9
PK NAl<l<e 1 —fhs e®Slab wood sawed In stove lengths 
[saac Longstretb tract,®’’ _ Q0 tbe 
■esldence of D. H. Buckwal . ^  
I leading from Trappe to G ra ie r 
Phone 17x, Centre Point.
STATE AND GENERAL NEWS, 7
H E A D Q U A R T E R S  FO R
M e n ’s  F u r n i s h i n g  G o o d s  !
WE HAVE THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT OF THE BEST GRADES OF 
WEARABLE AND DEPENDABLE FURNI8HING GOODS FOR 
MEN AND BOYS TO BE FOUND IN NORRI8TOWN.
Uaderwear, Hosiery, Neckwear, Neglige Shirts, Collars, Knit Jackets, or anything 
•yon are looking for, and all at the right prices. Any one of our thousand UMBRELLAS 
•will keep you dry in a rainstorm. COME AND INSPECT OUR STOCK.
w i m : .  h i .  g - i l b e r t .
M-lt.




Dearly Two Score Perished 
Along Atlantic Coast.
TIDAL WAVE DEAD BOSTON
Hundreds of Homos Engulfed by Rualv
rou.Biown ana two are stuck in drifts 
between here and Norristown. This 
line cannot be opened through to 
Pottstown before the end of the week.
About fifty persons who attended a 
Christmas celebration at the Method­
ist Episcopal church were trapped in 
by the storm and were compelled to 
remain in the church all night.
Better Conditions In Schuylkill.
Pottsville, Pa.. Dec. 28.—Schuylkill 
county is recovering from its storm- 
bcfund condition of the past two days. 
Though drifts ten and twelve feet in 
depth were encountered at Cape Horn, 
Lofty and other exposed spots, the 
steam roads are now running through 
trains. In the course of a few days 
the snowed-up trolley lines will all 
be open for traffic.
ASSASSIN STAB S 
REGENT OF CHINA
Father of Baby Emperor Was 
Attacked.
FOREIGNERS ARE BLAMED
Prince Chun W as Knifed as He Left
Reductions in Furniture.
Noltd Oak Bedresm Dalles Kednoed from NiiS to 920 } 933 to 
fU ; 943 1* 933. Bay yew l'arsUare now snd wave dollars.
Solid Cbals Rag Carpet, from 45 to 65 (eata per yard.
C roat R ed u ction  la  P r ices In B innerw are.
R em em b er o a r  M AD E-T3-O R BEB SUITS fbr Moo an d  B oys.
J A. MOONEY,
(FOKMBKLY OK HOBBISTO W N ,)
Blacksmith^ Horseshoer
G RATERFO RD, PA.
Shoeing of road and track horses a 
specialty. First-class new and repair 





Mamma—Johnny, you bad boy, 
you’ve been fighting again! Your 
clothes are so badly torn that I’ll 
probably have to get you a new suit. 
Johnny -That’s nothing, mamma. You 
just ought to see Tommy Jones. I’ll 
bet his mamma will have to get a new 
boy.—Chicago News.
Corrected.
Mr. Struekoil-Tbat there sculptor 
feller says he's goin’ to make a bust 
of me. Mrs. Struckoll—Henry, it’s 
dreadful the way you talk. Say 
’’burst,’’ not “bust.”—Philadelphia Rec­
ord.
Why Women’s Minds Ars Cleaner.
“Of course women should vote,” he 
said. “Women deserve the.suffrage 
as much as men—more, because their 
minds are purer and cleaner.”
“Cleaner?” cried the sweet young 
thing he had taken In to dinner. “Of 
course they are. ever and ever so much 
cleaner! But bow do you know that?"
“Because they change them so much 
oftener.” said he solemnly.—Exchange.
Dew Water.
The ancient "dew ponds” of England 
have their modern counterparts on the 
rock of Gibraltar, where drinking wa­
ter is obtained by the condensation of 
the abundant dew in specially prepar­
ed basins. The primitive process con­
sists in making a hollow in the ground 
and filling the bottom with dry straw, 
over which Is placed a layer of clay. 
On a clear night the clay cools very 
rapidly, and the dew is condensed into 
water in the basin. The pond is im­
proved by putting a layer of asphalt 
or Portland cement under the straw. 
At Gibraltar the present practice is to 
use wood instead of straw and sheet 
iron instead of clay.
The Howards.
The Austrians are known to be the 
greatest “sticklers” for genealogy, 
many of the nobles tracing their de­
scent back to almost the dawn of his­
tory. Even in Austria, however, it is 
generally admitted that the dukes of 
Norfolk represent the oldest family in 
the world. According to the most 
trustworthy authorities, the Howards 
are of Saxon origin, the name in those 
days being Hereward. As far back as 
957 there are trustworthy records of 
the family.—London Globe.
Her Sphere.
“There is one thing which woman 
could understand in political matters 
I f  she had the franchise.”
“What’s that?”
“When sweeping reforms are rrn the
MPnat ”-r.Rnl fimnro 4 mprioan___
ing Water at Chelsea, Mass., and
Thousands Are Homeless—Eighteen
Dead Hi and Near New York.
New York, Dec. 28.—Eighteen per­
sons in and near New York perished 
in the Christmas blizzard or died from 
accidents caused by it.
Six of this number died from ex­
posure after hahag caught in the snow 
drifts, which they were unable to pen­
etrate. Others ware drowned and sev­
eral were killed by trains.
New York and vicinity is rapidly 
digging itself eat from under cover of 
the ten-inch snowfall. Traffic condi­
tions have approached something like 
the normal. This was Hie result of the 
labors of nearly Iff.000 men in the em­
ploy of the city and the traction lines. 
Then, too, steam railroad conditions 
are rapidly improving all around.
Wire communication, which was 
badly Interrupted during the worst of 
the Row, is again fairly good.
Between Baltimore and this city the 
trains have been delayed somewhat, 
bnt ns great Inconvenience was ex­
perienced*
A number oj persons are reported 
to have lost their lives In the storm 
in New England, Two of these, a mo- 
torman and conductor, were drowned 
when their trolley car plunged from a 
bridge in Connecticut.
Five men are missing on a barge 
which 1b adrift off the New Jersey 
•oast and are bollsvad to be lost.
Washington did not suffer quite so 
severely, but on account of traffic con­
ditions to the north President Taft de­
cided to postpone an engagement to 
speak in New York.
Communication with Boston is main­
tained only with difficulty. The storm 
in New England seems to have been 
worst in the vicinity of New-Bedford, 
Providence, Fall River, Newport, Paw­
tucket and Woonsocket-.
The most notable feature of the big 
storm outside New York was a four- 
teen-foot wave that swept in on the 
New England coast, doing great dam­
age. The loss at Boston is estimated 
at $1,000,000 and that at Nantucket 
Beach at a similar amount.
Ten inches of snow fell in New 
York city, and for most of the time 
the fall was accompanied by a stiff 
wind, which fell just short of a sixty- 
mile gale. It caught the city unpre­
pared.
DIGGING THEMSELVES OUT
Pennsylvania Towns Slowly Recover­
ing From Big Blizzard.
Philadelphia, Dec. 28. — Pennsylva­
nia is slowly emerging from its snow 
barrier. While many places were still 
cut off to the world outside, a general 
survey of the state shows that at 
least partial train service can be ha* 
with all important points and railroad 
centres.
Various estimates are given of the 
snowfall of Christmas day and Sunday 
and most of them place the average 
depth at twelve inches, although snow 
drifts to an equal number of feet are 
reported. In this city all traffic was 
paralyzed. Train and street car ser­
vice was suspended and thousands 
were snowbound in depots and trains.
In West Chester, which supplies 
much of Philadelphia’s milk, trains 
did not break through until Monday 
night and partially relieved the threat­
ened butter and milk famine.
_ Few fatalities are reported. At Eas­
ton the Lehigh & Hudson station 
agent was killed by a train, and an 
other railroader met death while he 
was walking homeward along the rail­
road tracks.
Bethlehem Still Bound.
Bethlehem, Pa., Dec. 28.—The two 
Bethlehems are still blizzard-bound, 
with business conditions paralyzed. 
The united efforts of the officials of 
the various trolley lines resulted only 
in the opening of the road to Allen­
town and Nazareth.
It may be several days before the 
trolley line between this place and 
Easton is opened.
Along the lines of the Lehigh Val­
ley Transit company more than twen­
ty-live cars are snowed in. The Blue 
Ridge, Slate Belt, South Bethlehem 
and the Saucon trolley companies are 
totally tied up.
Reading Dug Out.
Reading, Pa., Dec. 28.—Reports from 
all sections of Berks county indicate 
that , country roads will be closed for 
a week. At some places the roads are 
drifted to a height of fifteen feet or 
more.
The United Traction company suc­
ceeded in opening the last of its  city 
lines. The Oley Valley and the Worn- 
elsdorf lines are open for a short dis­
tance only.
Fifty Spend Night In Church.
Colegeville, Pa., Dec. 28.—Trains on 
the Perkiomen Valley railroad are run­
ning on schedule. The Schuylkill Val­
ley Traction company’s line from 
Pottstown to Norristown Is tied up. 
One car Is stalled between here and
$5,000,088 LOSS 
IN NEW EN6LANB
ilVas Hard Hit by Tidal Wane 
and Blizzard.
Boston. Dec. 28.—The loss im and 
around Boston by the blizzard that 
swept New England and drove a rec­
ord tide over the coast is estimated at 
$5,800,000.
No fatalities on land, however, have 
been reported besides the four in 
Chelsea, where a tidal wave, bursting 
through the dyke along Island End 
river, flooded eighty acres of homes 
and forced 2800 persons to flee into 
the storm.
Masses of wreckage from the five- 
master schooner ‘Davis Palmer, af Bos­
ton, were found on the beach at Hull.
The Palmer sailed from Newport 
News Dec. 21 for this port With 4040 
tons of coal. She was sighted Saturday 
afternoon, some twelve hours before 
the storm broke, off Pamet river, four 
miles south of Cape Cod light. A lob 
ster man at Hull discovered great 
masses of Wreckage on the beaoh at 
Windmill point, three miles inside of 
Beaton light.
In the wreckage he found a signal 
box containing a burgee with the name 
Davis Palmer an it. Cabin doors, deck 
planks and other wreckage were also 
strewn along the beach for a mile or 
two.
The wreck of the Palmer was sight­
ed on Harding’s ledge, two miles off 
Point Allerton. The hull was submerg­
ed, but the stumps of all of the five 
masts were above water. The schoon- 
ei evidently struck the ledge and went 
down with all on board. She carried a 
crew of twelve.
AH over New England wire service 
companies are trying to restore com­
munication. Thirty-two cities and 
towns were in darkness by the cutting 
off of electric service.
The storm was easily the greatest 
New England has felt in eleven years. 
All along the coast phenomenal tides 
w erereported. In many places sea 
walls were battered to pieoes, boule­
vards ruined and clubs and dwellings 
destroyed.
In Boston the tide swept over the 
wharves across Atlantic avenue and 
as far inland as the chamber of com­
merce building. It is estimated that 
the damage will reach at least $500,- 
000.
The worst damage wrought by the 
storm was in Chelsea and Everett, 
.where, It Is believed, it will be sev­
eral weeks before the tide gate on 
the island and river can be repaired 
and the flooded district reclaimed. 
Having escaped through the snow, 
scantily clad and many of them bare­
footed, the sufferers of the flooded dis­
trict of Chelsea had to stand for hours 
in the blizzard waiting for wagons to 
take them to shelter. Hundreds of the 
homeless were taken care of in relief 
stations established in public schools 
and churches.
Gloucester felt the full force of the 
blizzard. Some fears were felt for the 
fishing fleet, which was off shore when 
the storm began. It is thought, how­
ever, that the fleet will come safely 
into port. All wire communication be­
tween this city and Gloucester was cut I 
off and train service delayed.
HUSBAND’S APPARITION 
WARNS OF DEATH
Woman’s Dream Game Strange­
ly True.
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.. Dec. 29.—A dream 
of death o“me strangely true when 
M rs.. Belinde Eliston died suddenly. 
About two weeks ago she had a vivid 
dream, in which her' husband, who 
died many years ago, appeared before 
her, and after gazing at her for some 
time with a «ad look on his face, made 
the strange announcement: “You will 
live until you are sixty-two years, five 
months and seventeen days old.”
Mrs. Eliston remained in good health 
and was in her usual good spirits on 
Tuesday night when she retired. Soon 
after midnight she was stricken with 
apoplexy and died in a few minutes. 
Her death came just five days short of 
the dread prophecy.
Gridiron Victim Dies.
Pittsburg, Dec. 29.—Charles Rice, j 
twenty-one years old. died at the West | 
Penn hospital of injuries received in | 
a football game between the .Huri’tng- 
ov. Athletic club and the W flipr \. 
t. Dec. 7 be was stricken with pains 
*.'• the heari^ and was operated on a' 
;tid  h n e n its l for abscess of the brain.
His Carriage a t the Pekin Palace.
He WiH Probably Recover.
Prince Chun, the regent, and the 
fa the i of Bmperer Pu Yi, of China, 
was «tabbed and slightly wounded 
while leaving his carriage near the 
palace at Pekin. His assailant, who 
was arrested, is a Mancha, who was 
formerly a cook in the imperial house- 
bald. Prince Chan wM probably re­
caver.
The report spread among the lower 
classes that the plot was hatched by 
foreigners, and for a while, the lega­
tions appeared to be in danger. Steps 
were taken to prevent an attack and 
the Ghlnese officials did all in their 
power to counteract the report. The 
coolie dosses, however, maintained an 
attitude kdmloal to all foreigners.
Prince Chun la only twenty-six years 
old. He has had several years’ ex­
perience in the affairs of the Chinese 
government. Is 1901, a t the age of 
nineteen years, he traveled to Berlin 
to present to the kaiser the Chinese 
emperor's apologies for the murder of 
Die German ambassador in Pekin. On 
bis return ta  China ho showed that he 
bod acquired ctmsMereble familiarity 
with Ocoidental ways and took a 
friendly stand toward the progressive 
movement in the Chinese court. He 
was not always In favor, but his near 
relationship to the emperor protected 
him from disgrace.
Upon the birth of his son In 1905 
the son was selected as the future 
emperor of China. Signs of Chan’s 
own contemplated elevation to the re­
gency were then evident. He was ap­
pointed soon after his son’s birth to 
the grand council.
Prince Chun is a brother of the late 
emperor, and the new infant Emperor 
Pu Yi is therefore his predecessor’s 
nephew. It is felt that in spite of the 
power of Prince Ching, the young dow­
ager empress and others near to the 
throne, the regent will be the virtual 
ruler. There are more than seventeen 
years of regency ahead of Chun before 
the coming of age of bis son.
Senator Falls Dead In Chair.
While he was seated in an easy 
chair in front of the fireplace iS his 
library at his home at Brandon, 
Miss., United States Senator A. J.‘ 
McLaurin suddenly fell forward and 
died as members of his family hurried 
to his assistance. Just before he was 
fatally stricken Senator McLaurin re­
marked that he was feeling better and 
would be alble to resume his place In 
the senate after Christmas. Physicians 
say death was due to heart failure.
Senator McLaurin had been ill for 
two weeks as a result of eating fried 
oysters for breakfast, which brought 
on ptomaine poisoning. At first his con­
dition was critical, but he improved 
and the physicians thought all danger 
was past.
It is not believed that Governor Noel 
will appoint a successor to Senator 
McLaurin, but will leave the choice to 
the legislature, which meets in Jan­
uary. It is certain that ex-Governor 
Vardaman, who was defeated for th6 
senate by John Shirpe Williams, will 
be a candidate to succeed McLaurin.
Zelaya’s Army Defeated.
The Nicaraguan revolutionists, un­
der General Estrada, overwhelmingly 
defeated the government troops at Ra­
ma. Six hundred men of both armies 
were killed or wounded.
Nineteen hundred of Zelaya’s men 
have surrendered, including General 
Gonzales, who was in command. Two 
Americans are reported killed.
The latest reports from the scene of 
battle state that the Zelayans lost 450, 
killed and wounded, and the rebels 
150. One of the Americans killed was 
Ralph Lees.
The victory of General Estrada and 
the surrender of General Gonzales 
leaves the path of the rebel army to 
Managua unblocked, and it is believed 
that the march toward the capital will 
begin soon.
The fighting occurred outside the 
city limits. The wounded are being 
brought here. Commander Shipley has 
landed surgeons from the Des Moines 
to care for them.
Accidentally Killed His Wife.
While reading a novel which she 
had received from her husband as a 
Christmas gift, Mrs. Edna Jacobson, 
twenty yea's of age, of Elizabeth, 
N. J., was accidentally shot by him, 
snd died a few minutes later. The hus­
band was 'aken into custody, but will 
likely be discharged.
The tragedy took place in the par­
lor, near a Christmas tree laden with 
toys for their two-year-old child. Ja­
cobson was handling a rifle, when it 
exploded and the charge entered his i 
wife’s breast.
Two Gunners Frozen to Death.
Julius W. Uber, thirty-three years 
old, of 1250 Kaighn avenue. Camden, | 
N. J., and Ernest J. W. MeFariane, 
aged nineteen years, a carpenter, of | 
Wildwood Crest, were found frozen to ! 
rteath near a small waterway that runs
below the Rio Grande bridge, mat 
leads from Holly Beach to the main­
land near Wildwood, N. J.
Ih e  men, who had been on a gun­
ning trip, are supposed to have upset 
from their boat or to have been over­
come by the cold and storm of Satur­
day. They were well dressed and were 
identified by gunners’ licenses.
The bodies were found on the bonk 
of the creek, where the men had fallen 
apparently as they were trying to 
scramble onto shore The condition 
Of the bodies showed that life had 
been extinct for at least two days.
Mrs. Harriman World’s Richest Woman
Mrs. Edward H. Harriman is the 
richest woman in the world. A con­
servative estimate of the estate left 
by her husband places Its value at 
$220,000,000.
When the will was read, following 
the funeral of the railroad magnate, 
the value of his possessions was placed 
at $149,000,000. From a trustworthy 
source it is learned that the real value 
waa over $200,000,000 at that date. 
The discrepancy in these figures is ac­
counted for by the same informant in 
this manner: Just before his death 
Mr. Harriman transferred to his old­
est son, Walter A. Harriman, and Mrs. 
Harriman about $50,000*000 worth of 
stocks, possibly the financier’s Union 
Pacific holdings.
The balance of his property was left 
to Mrs. Harriman by the will probated 
in Orange county. N. Y.
Mrs. Harriman is therefore the rich­
est woman in the world.
Man and Wife Fight Duel.
A man and his wife fought a des­
perate duel with butcher knives at 
Yonkers, N. Y. The , husband, Em­
mett Davis, is not expected to live. 
Upon his return from work Mr. Davis 
informed his wife that he was gaing 
to New York to see a show. His wife 
interposed a vigorous objection, but 
Davis only laughed. Then qhe picked 
up a knife and started for him. At the 
same time the husband grabbed a 
knife and they clinohed. Far five min­
utes they battled furiously. Neighbors, 
attracted to the house by the cries of 
Mrs. Davis, summoned a policeman, 
and the two duelists were removed to 
i  hospital. Davis had been stabbed 
six times in the head and said that 
Mrs. Davis' was suffering from five 
stab wounds. The doctor holds out no 
hope for Davis.
Shot Dead After Wedding.
Three minutes after he had been 
married to Miss Rose Lee Butler and 
as he was about to enter a carriage 
with his bride at Strickland, Ga.f 
Gabriel Len was shot to death by Jo­
seph Jackson, who had been a suitor 
for the girl’s hand.
As Len fell Jackson turned* to the 
girl and cried: “You are responsible. 
You pretended to love me, but threw 
me over for him. I told you that no 
other man should have you and I have 
kept my word.”
Jackson fled and has not been ap­
prehended, though posses are in pur­
suit.
Disappointed In Love at 90.
An interrupted romance in clouded 
colors developed at Suffolk, Va., when 
Silas Parker, a negro, ninety years 
old, confessed to the fact that he had 
been disappointed in love and that the 
bride-elect, Charity Scott, aged eighty- 
five years, to wed' whom last Sunday 
he had obtained a license the day be­
fore, had changed her mind.
Parker, who draws a fat pension fur 
war service, says he Is holding to his 
nuptial papers and hopes to persuade 
a revision of Charity’s mind within 
the week.
Gets Six Years For Stealing $643,000.
Charles L. Warrlner, the deposed 
local treasurer of the Big Four rail­
road, pleaded guilty to embezzlement 
in Cincinnati, 0„ and was sentenced in 
the common pleas court to serve six 
} ears in the Ohio penitentiary.
Of the $643,000 Warriner is alleged 
to have taken from the Big Four less 
than half has been accounted for by 
him. Many stories have been tdld that 
he had secreted part of the money, 
but these have not been verified.
Pulls His Own Teeth.
Standing before a mirror, John Pur­
cell, Jr., of Middletown, N. Y., took 
his jack tyiife and cut around five 
of his aching teeth, loosening them, 
after which with a pair of pincers he 
coolly pulled out the trouble-makers.
Later, convinced that there were 
two more which were not acting right, 
he lost no time in removing them in 
the same manner. Purcell had suf­
fered for several days and had used 
toothache remedies to no avail.
Carnegie Falls; Sprains Knee.
Andrew Carnegie, who was to have 
entertained President Taft at dinner 
in New York city if the snow had 
not deterred the president from com­
ing to this city, was laid up in be l 
with a strained knee, the result of a 
fall. Governor Hughes and Mayor Mc­
Clellan ate dinner In his house with­
out him.
Girl Picks Pimple and Dies.
Miss Martha E. Seeley, of Mans­
field, Pa., twenty-four years old, died, 
at the home of C. E. Horton, in El­
mira, N. Y., where she was visiting, 
lie r death was due to blood pokoninz. 
caused by picking a pimple on her lip 
with a needle.
Court Exempts Drunken Men.
By the decision of the court • of 
common pleas at Paterson, N J.. an 
intoxicated man who utters offensive 
and indecent language commits no of­
fense, whereas a sober man utter*.) g 
the same language is guilty of a mis­
demeanor.
8 FARM AND GARDEN.
Farm
G a r d e n
HOMES FOR POULTRY.
The Open Front Type That Gives Ven­
tilation Now Popular.
A few years ago the open front poul­
try house was practically unknown. 
The tendency at that time was to con­
struct houses that were very tight and 
ventilated by the opening of windows 
and In many instances by means of 
flues and cupolas. This type of house, 
as a rule, was more or less damp, and 
it did not take many years for pro­
gressive men to realize that damp 
houses meant cold bouses and an 
abundance of disease. The result has 
been a gradual Increase of the amount 
of fresh air-in -the house and less at­
tention given to warmth until* today 
we have what is known as the open or 
doth front house. One can still find, 
however, many types of poultry houses, 
b u t ' the open front house is fast be­
coming the standard for every climate.
The beneficial effects of a dry house, 
with an abundance of fresh air, has 
been very forcibly demonstrated by 
several experiment stations. Professor
■mm m  ®§gg 
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OPEN FRONT POU LTRY  BO USE.
Graham of the Kansas Agricultural 
college states that after careful tests 
made with warmed buildings, with 
double wall bouses having curtains be­
fore the perches and six feet away 
next to the wire netting, be has found 
that the one ply board bouses with 
netted fronts have given better results 
both as to the number of eggs pro­
duced in winter and the fertility and 
vigor of germs.
The open front house can be modi­
fied to meet a wide range of climate. 
In the northern states the house is 
generally equipped with a curtain 
front and hooded roost. These curtains 
are dropped at night to insure a warm­
er bouse while the fowls are inactive.
The open front shed roof house 
shown in the cut is a type of the con­
tinuous house. It is 100 feet long, 20 
feet wide. 9 feet high in front and 
6 feet in the rear. It Is divided into 
five pens 20 by 20 feet, with solid 
board partitions between each pen. 
One bird is allowed to every four 
square feet of space.
The roost is provided with a cloth 
curtain, which is dropped on very 
cold nights. Two small holes with 
sliding doors are used to ventilate the 
roost when the curtain is dowu. The 
floor consists of a layer of sheathing, 
then a layer of building paper and 
flooring. The outside of the studs on 
the ends and back is first covered 
with a layer of sheathing, then a layer 
of building paper and novelty siding. 
The inside of the studs, with the ex­
ception of the hooded roost, is entire­
ly open. The nests are placed on the 
end walls and partitions. The entire 
building rests on brick piers about 
two feet from the ground, and each 
pen is equipped with a trapdoor, 
which allows the hen to go down and 
wallow in the dirt under the house.
On many farms where poultry is car­
ried on as an adjunct to the other 
farm crops is found a variety of small 
stationary houses. There are several 
advantages In favor of the' small sta­
tionary bouse. Where land is restrict­
ed it is possible to provide a sys­
tem of cultivation where the houses 
are small and set far enough apart to 
permit of double yards. These yards 
can be cropped alternately and thus do 
away with the danger of tainted soil.
THE BEST APPLES.
A STATIONARY SCRATCHING SH E D  HOUSE.
In many instances very hilly land that 
will not permit the construction of 
long houses can be utilized to good 
advantage with the small stationary 
house such as is shown in the cut un­
der the caption. “A Stationary Scratch­
ing Shed House.”
Some That You Will Recognize as Old 
Friends In This List.
North America is the great apple pro­
ducing region of the world, and New 
York leads all the other states in the 
quantity grown, although varieties 
quite as choice are produced in other 
states, particularly Missouri, Oregon 
and Washington. To have perfect 
fruit the soil and the climate condi­
tions must be of the most favorable.
A list of what may be called the best 
apples—best in one sense or another— 
has been arranged. The list comprises 
these varieties: The Belmont, Bethle- 
mite, Bullock’s Pippin, Cogswell. Early 
Joe, Esopus. Spitzenburg, Full Wine, 
Garden Royal, Melon, Mother, North­
ern Spy, Pomme Grise, Porter, Pri­
mate, Red Canada, Summer Pearmain. 
Summer Rose, Swaar, Wagener and 
Westfield. To this list are added the 
Baldwin and the Rhode Island Green- 
ing—two of the best known apples the 
country over.
Other popular apples include the Gil- 
liflower, Vandevere. Maiden’s Blush, 
American Beauty, Fameuse, Pound 
Sweet, Talman Sweet, Winespice, Bell­
flower, Red Astrakhan, Pearmain, Au­
tumn Bough, Roxbury Russet, Sops o’ 
Wine. King, Twenty Ounce; Hubbard- 
ston and Peach Pond Sweet.
The Pippin wherever found seems to 
be always well liked. But one Pippin 
differs from every other. What one 
state knows as Pippin another state 
greets by quite a different name. The 
Ben Davis, for instance, so known iD 
the middle west, is known In New 
York state as a New York Pippin.
Almost every propagator of apples 
has found, if his experience and his or­
chards are extensive, specimens which 
he thought entitled to such names as 
Seek No Further, Nonesuch and Sine 
Qua Non, so that if one receives an 
apple bearing one of these names in 
Massachusetts it may differ exceeding­
ly from one of the same name offered 
to him in Wisconsin. But they are all 
likely to be worth the eating if their 
grower has seen fit to honor them with 
such names.
The longer apples remain on the 
tree, unless the weather becomes too 
cold to permit their exposure, the bet­
ter the flavor and keeping qualities. 
The fruit that comes to perfection the 
farthest north, as that in the Hood 
river region of Oregon, appears to 
have the finest keeping qualities with­
out deterioration in flavor.
Of the varieties raised in the east 
the winter russets keep longest with­
out being put in cold storage and real­
ly reach the full perfection of flavor 
only late in the winter or in the early 
spring. It used to be considered a 
marvelous and almost an impossible 
thing to keep apples over from the 
fall till the first summer apples ap­
peared, but with methods of cold 
storage so extensively used as they 
are now this is easily achieved and 
with far less deterioration in flavor 
than might be reasonably expected.
Usefulness of the Hen.
The period of a hen’s usefulness de­
pends altogether on the hen. While 
the first year is usually the best for 
egg production, it is not always the 
case, some hens laying better the sec­
ond year. But. as a rule, one will get 
the greatest number of eggs from a 
given number of fowls by having the 
pullets hatched early:
The meat of yarded poultry is al­
ways more tender than that of fowls 
having free range, due to the extreme 
muscular development of the latter.
Pumping by Wind Power.
The speed of a windmill depends 
on the angle the wheels are placed at 
with reference to the wind. If a slow, 
steady motion is desired the sails must
MARRYINGJN FRANCE
Official Obstacles That Bar the 
Way to the Ceremony.
It is said that there are more than 
2,000,000 goats in this country, and all 
are practically free from tuberculosis. 
Thousands of them are milk goats and 
are used regularly for this purpose.
WIND POWER PLANT.
be set at a steep incline. Such sails 
must be long and narrow and set 
closer together.
In pumping from a deep well the an­
gle of the sails of the windmill is 
such that the wheel will revolve the 
same number of revolutions a minute 
that it is desired to operate the pump. 
This makes It possible to connect the 
mill directly to the pump without the 
gearing necessary where a high speed 
is employed in operation of the pump. 
While the low speed means less wa­
ter pumped, it greatly lengthens the 
life of the mill.
In the Illustration the windmill, tow­
er and tank are combined In a rather 
ornamental structure. When the well 
is located on high ground as compared 
with the grounds where the water is 
to be distributed the tank may rest 
upon the surface, as shown, and the 
windmill frame be constructed over­
head. When the mill Is to be located 
on lower ground the water tank may 
be placed midway on the windmill 
frame or on top, with the windmill 
just above the tank.
A tank placed thirty feet from the 
ground will give a pressure of fifteen 
pounds when the tank is full. This, 
would lift water to the second story 
of a house standing on the same level. 
A garden hose nozzle connected with 
this tank would force a stream nearly 
as high as the bottom of the tank, or 
twenty-five to thirty feet horizontally. 
Twenty barrels of water would supply 
a garden hose nozzle for a little over 
an pour. These small tanks are com­
monly used In connection with an 
eight to ten foot windmill. The same 
sized mill, however, may be used with 
a larger tank when the water is to be 
used for household purposes, bath 
room, lawn and fire protection. A six­
ty-five barrel tank will supply a gar­
den hose nozzle for about four hours.
THE WORRIES OF A FIANCE.
Land Is so scarce in Japan and the 
people are so numerous that a farm 
rarely consists of more than an acre 
or two. These little farms are divided 
un into tinv fields.
He Has to Brave the Insolence and the 
Indifference of the Civil Officers In 
His Efforts to Accomplish the Neces­
sary Preliminary Formalities,
Marrying in France is not an easy 
matter. On the contrary, the civil of­
ficers seem to employ ingenuity in put­
ting as many obstacles as possible In 
the way of those who contemplate 
matrimony.
Take the case of a French citizen 
who until recently resided in the 
Eighth arrondissement of Paris, but 
who removed to the Ninth and then 
began to accomplish the formalities 
necessary for his marriage.
Smiling and happy, us a man about 
to wed should be. he presented himself 
at the mairie of the Ninth ward with 
the following documents, which be 
had previously obtained at the mairie 
of the Eighth arrondissement: His 
birth certificate, his discharge from the 
army, the death certificate of his par­
ents and the certificate of bis first 
marriage, for he had . been married 
once already.
On a Saturday afternoon at 4 o'clock 
he called upon the functionary whose 
business it is to attend to matters af­
fecting the “etat civil.” Eying the vis­
itor coldly, the functionary asked: 
“What do you want?”




“I said it was closed—for marriages. 
Come back on Monday or Thursday.” 
“Why Monday or Thursday instead 
of Tuesday or Friday? What reason?” 
“How should I know? And do you 
think I care? It’s like that—that’s all 
I know.”
On the Monday the fiance returned. 
He had recovered his good humor and 
his smile, and the first document be 
banded to the employee at the mairie 
was his birth certificate, which bad 
cost him originally 2 francs.
“What’s that?” exclaimed the func­
tionary, with an air of surprise. “I t’s 
too old.”
"What do you mean—too old?”
“1 mean what 1 say. Your certifi­
cate was made out eight years ago, 
and it has been used already. 1 don’t 
want that. 1 must have one that is 
not older than three months."
“But my birthday does not change, 
and it is clearly indicated on this doc­
ument. which is official. Why do you 
want one that is not more than three 
months old?”
“Why? You are too inquisitive.”
The fiance was still smiling,.but in a 
rather faint hearted fashion.
“Where is your military memoran­
dum book?” asked the employee.
“I haven’t got one.”
“What! You haven’t  got one? And 
you come here and expect to get mar­
ried without a ’livret militaire?’ No; 
you’re joking. You can’t be serious.” 
“Yes. I afh. I’m an officer on the 
reserve list.”
“Show me your mobilization order.” 
“That’s a secret order which I have 
not the right to show you. The army 
regulations are opposed to it. Here Is 
my discharge. That is all 1 can show 
you.”
“All right; we’ll see.”
Then the fiance interpolated:
“Why must you have a military doc­
ument?”
“To show that you are really a 
Frenchman.’’
“Isn’t my birth certificate sufficient?” 
“I have no time for discussion. 
Where is the document showing that 
your first union was dissolved?” 
“Void!”
“That’s not what I want. I must 
have a copy of the act of transcrip­
tion.”
“The document I’ve just given you 
cost me 2 francs at the mairie at Neuii- 
ly. Where must I apply for the other? 
At Neuilly?”
“No. Go to the registrar of the tri­
bunal of the Seine.”
The fiance made for the door, ran 
downstairs and jumped into a taxi- 
motor. In a few minutes he was at 
the registrar’s office.
“Monsieur.” replied the assistant 
registrar, “the registers from Neuilly 
have not come back yet. But you’ll be 
sure to find them there, and they’ll be 
able to give you all the information 
you w an t”
Another taximotor cab, and ten min­
utes later the distracted fiance was at 
the mairie of Neuilly.
“Yes; I understand.” replied the offi­
cial after the visitor had explained 
the object of his call. “But we can’t 
give you what you want under forty- 
eight hours.”
*!I suppose I must wait,” said the 
fiance.
Two days later, armed with a com­
plete dossier, he returned to the mairie 
of the Eighth arrondissement. His 
smile had come back; he felt that vic­
tory was nigh.
“At last!” he exclaimed triumphant­
ly as the functionary came forward. 
“I’ve got them all now.”
“Quite rig h t” replied the other after 
a glance at the various documents. 
“But did I understand you to say you 
wanted to be married on the 15th?” 
“Yes. that’s the date.”
“In that case I’m very sorry, mon­
sieur. but that does not leave us the 
legal time in which to publish the 
banns. You will have to postpone the 
date of the ceremony."
Then the fiance’s smile “came off” 
for good, and I doubt whether he will 
recover it before the wedding day^— 
Paris Letter in London Post.
On January 15, 1910, we will DISCONTINUE giving silver coupons. All outstanding 
coupons are worth their full value, but must be redeemed prior to April 1, 1910.
Sale of the ROBERTS-WICKS’ STOCK.
At the prices we’re selling clothing to-day would be con­
sidered great bargains even in February. Now right around 
Xmas, the very heart of wearing time, we are able to give you 
matchless values through the purchase of the ROBERTS- 
WICKS STOCK, over three hundred of the snappiest, best 
looking hand-tailored, ready-to-put-on suits that could be pro­
duced, at 25 to 33 1-3 per cent, below the price. We dou’t ask 
you to open your purse. Just come and look. You’ll open your 
eyes at this opportunity. Let us prove. *
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PROS. A CO. H ||l
Sizes to Fit Regulars, Stouts, Shorts, Extra Size 
Men and Slims.
Men’s and Young Men’s 
$15 Suit Values at 
$9.50.
Men’s and Young Men’s 
$18 Suit Values at 
$11.50.
Men’s and Young Men’s 
$22 Suit Values at 
$14.50.
Men’s and Young Men’s 
$28 Suit Values at 
$17.50.
GIVE HIM A HOUSE COAT. — Certainly 
nothing more appropriate for Xmas than a House 
Coat. Two-tone fabrics, pockets and cuffs, con­
trasting shade colors—gray, brown, blue, green, 
wine, blanket bath robes, at $5.00.
XMAS HINTS — Fur Gauntlet Gloves, fancy 
Waist Coats, Suspender Holiday Boxes, pure Silk 
Hosiery, Sterling Handle Umbrellas, Silk Knitted 
Neckwear, Pleated Dress Shirts, Knit Sweater 
Coats, Silk Handkerchiefs, etc.
WEITZENKORNS, - POTTSTOWN
PROVEN VALUE G IVERS SINCE 1864.
C A R  F A R E  JP-A-IID B O TH
INCORPORATED MAY 13, 1871.
Perkiomen Valley Mutual File 
Insurance Company
O F M O N T G O M E R Y  C O U N TY
t a r e s  A piis t Fire aM Storm.
Insurance In Force: $12,000,000.
Office o f  th e  C om pany s
COLLEGEV1 LEE, PA. 
A. D. FETTEROLF, Secretary . 
I I .  w .  KRATZ, P resid en t, 
N orristow n, P a .
S H fSpIi
t e t
W E ’V E  STIRRED]
T H E  T O W N
V
W eitzenkorn’s Shoe Sale!
Has set the Whole Town 
Agog !
GOOD SHOES were never before priced so low andj 
never before sold so rapidly.
W E are determined to close out the stock we have on handl 
and our deeply cut prices on all our good shoes will tell you howl 
anxious we are to sell.
NOTE THE PRICES AND THEN ACT
FARMERS,
Here is what you need.
There is no time like the 
present to assure yourself of 
good crops for the future, es­
pecially as your prosperity is 
measured by the crops you pro­
duce.
There is only one way to as­
sure bounteous crops, and that 
is by using sufficient plant food. 
If your manure does not redteh, 
you cannot afford to buy stable 
manure; it is too expensive. 
You should therefore use the 
best Animal Bone Fertilizer ob­
tainable.
Our goods are sold entirely 
on their own merits, and where 
once used, always used.
We guarantee the different 
grades to be in perfect mechani­
cal condition, and to produce 
results.
A fair trial will convince.
Manufactured by JACOB 
TRINLEY, Linfield, Montgom­
ery County, Pa., and for sale 
by
H . T. HUNNICKER,
I ro n b r id g e , P a .
J . K. CLEMMER A NON,
Spring  M anat, Pa. 
FRANK  BARNDT,
G reen L ane, P n. 
H1LLEGASS & KRAUSE,
P ennsbnrg, Pa. 
JOHN H . FAR1NGER,
R. D . No. 2 , N orristow n, P a.
$4 00 SHOES and OXFORDS :: $3.18
3.50 “ ( ( “  :: 2.70
3.00 *‘ < < “  :: 2.35
2.50 “ 6 C “  :: 1.85
2.00 “ < < “  :: 1.55
1.50 “ ( < “  :: 1.30
Our Children’s and Boys’ Department is full
BARGAINS in SHOES and SLIPPERS.
W E IT Z E N K O R N ’S,
jg p ”  POTTSTOWN’S LARGEST SHOE STORE.
:OS
CULBERT’S 
D R U G  S T O R E
C O L L E G E V IL L E , P A .
C O LLEG EVILLE
Maible and Granite Works,
H. L. SAYLO R, Prop.
All kind* of Cemetery Work in Plain 
and Artistic Designs. All Work guar­
anteed. Estimates furnished.
M ain St. Collegeville.
The INDEPENDENT is a first-class advertisj 
ing medium in the middle section of MontgomeÎ l 
county. If you have anything to sell—no inattelj 
what—it will pay you to advertise in this paper’
